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The Kidron Valley and part of the Mount of Olives. 
Whited sepulchers in the foreground. 


(Lesson for December 4) 
Lesson 10.—God’s Covenant of Love 
Jeremiah 31; Luke 1:67, 68, 76-79; Romans 8 
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Marrakesh Persian Mo- 
rocco, half circuit, leather 
lined. 64 pages of Concise 
Helps. Concordance. Black 
or red. 5 x 7%, 1%," thick. 
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The finest Bibles 
you can buy 






Highest Quality... 
Surprisingly 
Low Prices 









04334x — $9.75 
Morocco grain Calf, half 
circuit, simulated leather 
lining. Concordance. 5 x 
7%, only %” thick. 












04337x—$11.75 
Levant grain 
Goatskin, half cir- 
cuit, leather lined. 
Concordance. 5 x 
7%, Ye" thick. 








04434x—$10.95 
The words of Christ 
are printed in red, 
Morocco grain Calf, 
half circuit, simue 
lated leather lining. 
Concordance. 5 x 
7%, only %” thick. 


04884x — $14.95 
Levant grain Calf, half circuit, 
simulated leather lining. Con- 
cordance. 5% x 8%, less than 
one inch thick. 


The most famous reference Bible in the English language 


THE Ccofield REFERENCE BIBLE 


Available in two LARGE SIZE: 512 x 844” 
convenient sizes: 727x Marrakesh Persian, 
half circuit, leather lined, 
HANDY SIZE round corners. Concordance. 
4%x7%_x1h" Black (red under gold edges), 
or Red (gold edges), only 


158x French Morocco, limp, Rigs 
leather lined, round corners, 7” thick. $19.95 
gold edges, ornamental gold 72 Moroccoette, limp, round 
roll. Concordance. Family corners, red under gold edges. 
Record. Black or Red. $16.50 Maps. 114” thick. $8.50 
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Just To Know That He Knows 


We all like to have a friend to whom we can open our 
hearts. Our friendships seem to lie in concentric circles. 
On the outer rim are acquaintances, whom we like to see 
occasionally, but with whom we do not feel perfectly at 
ease. ‘Then there are those whose culture, tastes, and views 
on things of the spirit are much like our own, and in whose 
presence we find both pleasure and profit. Family rela- 
tionships can be very sweet, but they are not always so, for 
as children grow up they become independent thinkers and 
they may no longer see eye to eye with their parents and 
brothers and sisters or love the things they do. In a happy 
marriage the relationship between husband and wife is the 
closest and best of all. But in all these friendships there 
are limitations. We learn by hard experience that not 
everyone can be trusted with our confidences. ‘The heart 
knoweth his own bitterness” (Prov. 14:10), ‘“‘and there is a 
friend that sticketh closer than a brother” (Prov. 18:24). 
There are fears, temptations, and trials that even husbands 
and wives do not feel they can share with one another, often 
because they want to spare one another’s feelings. So, 
when we come to the very center of our friendships we are 
still looking for someone who can listen to our troubles sym- 
pathetically, patiently, without betraying our confidences, 
and without anxiety or perplexity to himself. There is only 
One who can meet these requirements. When Israel was 
in bondage in Egypt, He it was who spoke to Moses out of 


the burning bush, saying, “I have surely seen the affliction 
of my people . . . for I know their sorrows; and I am come 
down to deliver them . . .” What grace and mercy are 
shown in the willingness of the Almighty God to “come 
down” into the heat and dust of Egypt to talk with a very 
human‘man who only a short time before had killed another! 
We see Him coming to Israel’s aid over and over again in 
the Old Testament in spite of their grumbling and dis- 
obedience. Finally, ““God, who at sundry times and in divers 
manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 
hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son” (Heb. 
1:1, 2). He saw our sorrows like the sands of the sea 
and came down to deliver us. ‘God was in Christ, recon- 
ciling the world unto himself” (2 Cor. 5:19). The Lord 
Jesus lived, as we must, among bickering, envious, lustful 
men, and all the inconveniences of this world; so He knows 
both by experience and omniscience our sorrows and suffer- 
ing. “We have not an high priest which cannot be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin” (Heb. 4:15). This 
is the perfect Friend, to whom we can talk most freely. 
He can bear our burdens and do something about them. 
The Psalmist says, “Pour out your heart before him: God 
is a refuge for us” (Psa. 62:8). We should find much relief 
if we took advantage of this privilege more often. It is a 
great comfort just to know that He knows. 





Lesson for December 4 in this issue 





Lesson 10.—God’s Covenant of Love. 
Jeremiah 31; Luke 1:67, 68, 76-79; Romans 8. 


Notes on Open Letters: 





The Church Must First Repent 


By Vance Havner 


go about it with the revival approach. 
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crease, but there is no revival. It is 
not likely that there will be, until we 





This goal differs from the goal of evan- 
gelism in the rearrangement of its ob- 
jectives. The revival program would 
be (1) reviving the churches, (2) win- 
ning the lost, and (3) making the com- 
munity aware of God. Is not this what 
happened at Pentecost? The believers 
were Spirit-filled, three thousand be- 
lieved, and Jerusalem was made God- 
conscious. 

Very few crusades, whether in mass 
evangelism or in local church meetings, 
are run on this pattern today. It is 
unpopular and difficult. This gen- 
eration is in no mood for it. Church 
members will turn out for evangelism 
and Bible teaching, but they do not 
like to be called to repentance. We are 
not having revivals within the churches 





because they do not want it. They 
say they want revival and advertise 
“revivals,” but what they mean is a 
drive for more members. They will 
come to hear the evangelist preach to 
the unsaved, but they resent the re- 
vivalist calling upon Christians to get 
right with God. It is far less difficult 
to preach to the unbelievers. There 
was a day when the churches would 
hear a call to humble themselves and 
pray and seek God’s face and turn 
from their wicked ways, but not today. 
A generation that cannot endure sound 
doctrine has heard a real call to church 
revival so little that they view it with 
suspicion. 

Charles G. Finney said: “There is 
only here and there a minister in the 
country who knows how to probe the 
church when it is in a cold and back- 
slidden condition so as to effectually 
waken the members and keep them 
awake. They have a form of piety 
which wards off the truth, while at the 
same time it is just that kind of piety 
that has no power or efficiency. They 
are often employed about the machin- 
ery of religion and pass for good Chris- 
tians, but are of no use in a revival.” 

A series of revival sermons addressed 
to church members will have rough 
going these days. And yet professing 
Christians are the only people who can 
be revived. Most church members do 
not intend to repent, give up the world, 
and make Jesus Lord of their lives. 
They will not pay the price of revival. 
They will come on Sunday morning 
and stay at home the rest of the week. 
The faithful who really want revival 
will attend and others like-minded 
from other churches will visit the meet- 
ings, but the great majority of the local 
membership will not expose itself to a 
revival. . 

But if the Word is preached in the 
power of the Spirit, will not this over- 
come all resistance? Our Lord could 
do no mighty works in Nazareth be- 
cause of their unbelief. Certainly He 
preached the Word and was filled with 
the Spirit. Can we expect to prevail 
where He had no success? 

What then can we do? There are, 
of course, exceptional cases, churches 
where the people really want revival 
and will pay the price. There are also 
times when, in the sovereignty of God 
and in answer to prayer, a spirit of 
revival falls and it is easy to have an 
awakening. In the average situation 
today, we can do several things. We 
can make sure that we ourselves are 
right with God and with others and 
are not hindrances to revival. The min- 
ister can faithfully call the church to 
repent as our Lord called the churches 
in Asia. He may not get many results, 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“I will pray the Father, and he 
shall give you another Comforter, 
that he may abide with you for 
ever” (John 14:16). 
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but “whether they hear or whether 
they forbear they shall know that a 
prophet has been among them.” Some 
will respond, for the Word will not 
return void. With that few the Lord 
may start a brush fire that will con- 
sume the whole church and lighten up 
the community. At least there will be 
a Gideon’s Band, a faithful few in 
Sardis, a remnant. To Laodicea our 
Lord said, “If any man hear my voice 
and open the door...” There may 
not be another great mass revival. It 
may be that only here and there one 
will respond. On the other hand, if 
there is a mass revival, it will begin 
with “any man.” That is the approach, 
whatever happens. 

We are not facing up to the fact that 
our greatest need is revival in the pres- 
ent church membership. We cheerfully 
look the other way and substitute evan- 
gelistic drives, taking in more members 
when we already have too many of 
most of the kinds we have. Local 
churches are infected and infested with 
worldliness, unbelief, immorality, di- 
vorce, drunkenness, materialism, evil 
habits, and sins of the spirit. We refuse 
to touch the situation and we excuse 
ourselves by saying, “Nobody is per- 
fect. We’ve always had it that way. 
To deal with it creates more troubles 
than it cures.” He would be a poor 
physician who prescribed sunshine and 
rest when surgery was needed, leaving 
pus pockets and infection untouched. 
We heal slightly the hurt in our 
churches, crying, “Peace,” when there 
is no peace. We spread cold cream on 
cancer and tackle entrenched evil with 
a feather duster. Lazarus still lies in 
his grave in dead churches, and we roll 
not away the stone because some fear- 
ful Martha dreads the unpleasant sit- 
uation it might create. 

A lot of modern religious activity is 
just a run-around because we dare not 
face our main task of cleansing the 
temples. Judgment must begin at the 
house of God. Much of what we do 
in the name of religion is an evasion 
of our prime responsibility. While the 
winning of the lost does stimulate the 
church and bless the community, a real 
house cleaning in the church would 
win souls and move the neighborhood 
as a by-product. When the joy of sal- 
vation is restored to God’s people, they 
will teach transgressors God’s ways and 
sinners will turn to Him. True revival 
should precede and will produce ef- 
fective evangelism. It is significant that 
the New Testament Epistles do not ma- 
jor on evangelism as such. If church 
members heeded the teaching of the 
Epistles, every Christian would be a 
missionary and an evangelist. Gypsy 
Smith used to say at the beginning of 
his campaigns: “I am here to help the 
church get right with God. That will 
be the revival. Conversions will be 
the fruit of the revival.” 

Very few are willing seriously to 
undertake a church revival. It is not 
easy. It is no time, of course, for a 
preacher to air his pet peeves and 
merely treat symptoms instead of the 
disease. But there must be fearless 


preaching of the Word, calling men to 
repentance, confession, renunciation of 
sin, reconciliation and restitution, sep- 
aration from the world, the Lordship 
of Christ, and the filling of the Spirit. 
Some will be offended. Organized in- 
iquity will be aroused. There is no 
fastidious and elegant way of dealing 
effectively with evil. Our Lord used 
the sternest language and the New Tes- 
tament writers minced no words in 
condemning sin. Whom the Lord loves 
He rebukes and chastens, and Paul was 
jealous over the Corinthian Christians 
with a godly jealousy. Nowhere did 
they let wickedness alone for fear of 
creating a disturbance. It would be 
far better today even to make some 
mistakes grappling with the sad state 
of our churches rather than to commit 
the greater sin of letting evil go un- 
challenged. 

Unfortunately, it is possible to leave 
the real trouble untouched and have a 


(Continued on page 920) 








aS Notes on” 
>Open letters 





Who Created God? 


What answer would you give to an 
inquirer who says, “You Christian 
people are always referring to the 
evidences of a Creator in the uni- 
verse around us. But if you say that 
some Infinite Mind has thought it all 
out, then also you must explain who 
has created God, where did He come 
from?”—A Swedish reader. 


Not only do Christian people refer 
to the “evidences of a Creator in the 
universe,” but the Bible itself states 
that “the heavens declare the glory of 
God; and the firmament sheweth his 
handywork. Day unto day uttereth 
speech, and night unto night sheweth 
knowledge. There is no speech nor 
language, where their voice is not heard. 
Their line is gone out through all the 
earth, and their words to the end of 
the world. In them hath he set a 
tabernacle for the sun, which is as a 
bridegroom coming out of his. chamber, 
and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a 
race. His going forth is from the end 
of the heaven, and his circuit unto the 
ends of it: and there is nothing hid 
from the heat thereof” (Psa. 19:1-6). 
In Colossians 1:16 we are told that the 
second Person of the Trinity, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, shared with the other two 
members of the Trinity, the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, in Creation, for we 
read, “For by him were all things 
created, that are in heaven, and that 
are in earth, visible and_ invisible, 


(Continued on page 920) 
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1. Can You Trust Christ and Doubt the Bible? 


The strange blend of truth and error that characterizes today’s Liberalism 


trade-mark of the most obvious 

heretics and infidels. Today, how- 
ever, men who stand in orthodox pul- 
pits oftentimes profess faith in Christ, 
while rejecting the historicity, accu- 
racy, and authority of Scripture. Will 
this strange mixture of faith and doubt 
hold together, or fall apart like iron 
mixed with clay? To get the answer 
we must trace the course of modern 
doubt as it has infiltrated orthodox 
churches. 

Even the liberal “Interpreter’s Bible” 
admits that there was a time when 
“most Christians accepted without any 
question the doctrine of the inerrancy 
of the Scripture writings.”1 According 
to the Lutheran historian Klotsche, the 
Fathers of the ancient church “never 
questioned the divine origin or the in- 
errancy of the Scriptures.”2 Calvin 
referred to the Bible as “the inerrant 
standard.” Luther declared, “Holy 
Scripture cannot err.” In 1893, The 
General Assembly of The Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A. adopted this 
definition of Biblical inerrancy, “The 
Bible as we now have it, in its various 
translations and revisions, when freed 
from all errors and mistakes of trans- 
lators, copyists, and printers, [is] the 
very Word of God, and consequently 
wholly without error.” Belief that the 
Bible was written under the super- 
vision of the Holy Spirit rests on 2 
Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:21, and other 
Scriptures. The Spirit superintended 
each writer so that he accurately ex- 
pressed the truth using his own literary 
style and vocabulary. 


Ts DOUBT the Bible was once the 


Under Fire From the Liberals 


Christians have not only accepted the 
inspiration and accuracy of Scripture 
but they have also insisted that belief 
in this truth is essential and necessary 
to a vital proclamation of the Gospel. 
When the interdenominational Niagara 
group drew up a list of the five fun- 
damental doctrines of the Christian 
faith in 1895, the inerrancy and in- 
spiration of Scripture headed the list. 
In 1910 the Presbyterian Church in the 
U. S. A., took a similar stand and so 
did Christians of many denominations 
during the same era. 

The first of the five fundamentals to 
come under liberal fire was the doctrine 
of the inspiration and authority of 
Scripture. In 1891 Dr. Charles A. Briggs 
delivered a controversial inaugural ad- 





> “The Bible: Its Significance and Author- 
ity,” by Herbert H. Farmer. (The Interpret- 
er’s Bible,”’ Vol. I, p. 16.) 


2“The ‘History of Christian Doctrine,” by 
Klotsche and Mueller. (The Lutheran Literary 
Board, Burlington, Iowa, 1945, p. 45.) 





November 19, 1960 (Lesson for December 4) 


By OLIVER W. PRICE, Th.M. 


Many who would not go so far as 
to deny faith in Christ do not hesi- 
tate to question the accuracy of the 
Scriptures. Yet all they know about 
Christ they learn from what they 
hold to be an unreliable source. Mr. 
Price, in a series of three articles 
shows how untenable such a posi- 
tion is. Next week he will discuss 
“Improving or Abandoning the 
Faith.” Mr. Price is director of the 
Oklahoma Branch of Bible Lovers 
League, P.O. Box 9081, Oklahoma 
City 15, Oklahoma. 








dress3 on the occasion of his transfer 
to the new chair of Biblical Theology 
in Union Theological Seminary of New 
York. He assailed superstition which 
takes the form of “Bibliolatry.” Verbal 
inspiration came under attack along 
with “the dogma of the inerrancy of 
Scripture.” He denied that Moses wrote 
the books attributed to him in the 
Bible, and charged that many of the 
predictions of the Old Testament never 
had been fulfilled and never would be. 
This led to his suspension from the 
ministry of the Presbyterian Church 
in the U.S. A. The progress of Modern- 
ism was not halted, however. 

As Liberalism advanced, it raised 


8 Quoted in “The Presbyterian Enterprise,” 
edited by Armstrong, Loetscher and Anderson. 
(The Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 1956, 
p. 251 ff. 








Day of Thanksgiving 
By Rowena Cheney 


OR autumn’s bounteous harvest, 
Lord, 
We now give thanks to Thee: 
For fertile farm and prairie land, 


Yielding abundantly. 


To Thee, O Lord, who giveth us 
Each good and perfect thing, 
With faith renewed, with praise and 
prayer, 
We come, acknowledging 


Thy sovereignty, Thy gracious will, 
Year after year revealed, 

Made manifest as law fulfilled 
In vine and tree and field. 


Offering thanks with reverent hearts 
When all the fruitful earth 

Brings forth its wealth, to symbolize 
Treasures of greater worth. 


We know these blessings we receive 
As precious tokens of 

Thy greater gifts; eternal life 

And never-failing love. 








doubts about the miraculous birth, the 
miracles, and the resurrection of Christ. 
But it was not clear to everyone that 
the rejection of the supernatural Bible 
would necessarily require the denial of 
the supernatural Christ. A significant 
group in most denominations sought 
refuge in a middle-of-the-road position. 
They went along with criticism of the 
Bible, but tried to remain firm in their 
stand for the Christ of Scripture. While 
this compromise was only temporary, 
it is most interesting because a whole 
school of repentant Liberals have re- 
turned from extreme radicalism to this 
halfway station today. 


Bishop Manning of the Episcopal 
Church wrote an article for the Forum 
in which he took this middle-of-the-road 
position. He held that the Fundamen- 
talists were wrong in their stand for 
the inspiration of the Scriptures be- 
cause they would not yield ground to 
what he called “the facts made known 
by science.” On the other hand, he 
found fault with Modernism for deny- 
ing “the miraculous elements of the 
Gospel, and the undermining of belief 
in our Lord Jesus Christ as God .. .”4 


But the leaven of doubt could not be 
stopped until it had permeated the 
whole lump of Christian truth. Those 
who retreated from the Bible because 
of “the facts made known by science” 
soon found that the same “facts” de- 
manded an abject surrender of their 
faith in the supernatural Christ. Evo- 
lution was opposed to both the Bible 
and Christ. 


No Place for a Fall 


Evolution not only undermined the 
Scriptural account of creation, it de- 
manded that Old Testament history be 
rearranged to fit the pattern of as- 
sumed progress. This allowed no place 
for a downward course in sin. There 
was no room for miracles either, be- 
cause everything was supposed to hap- 
pen according to natural laws. Neither 
could the evolutionist admit that prog- 
ress had reached its peak in Christ. 
Neither Christ nor the New Testament 
could be acknowledged as the final 
guide for a man’s spiritual life if evo- 
lution were accepted. 

Believing that man is progressing 
ever onward and ever upward, he logic- 
ally concluded that his own spirit is the 
latest and best guide to faith. As the 
Christian Century boldly admitted, the 
Modernist “does not look away, but 
within, to find God. And he strives 
to build his theology upon the imagina- 





*“Fundamentalist and Modernist,” | Wil- 
liam Thomas Manning. (“The Forum,’”’ Decem- 
ber, 1926, Vol. 76, pp. 858-60.) 


(Continued on page 921) 
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Browsing Through the Bookshelves 


New books on Christian biography, eschatology, 


Bible exposition, evangelism, classic theology, and Christian living 


B. Charles Hostetter. (Zondervan 

Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich., $2.) On the jacket of this book is 
a picture of the attractive Hostetter fam- 
ily: the young-looking father and mother 
and six sons and two daughters, from 
20 months to 18 years old. Their smiles 
and appearance give the reader con- 
fidence in what Mr. Hostetter has to 
say. He has been a minister, teacher, 
and director of the Mennonite Hour, 
an international broadcast. Mr. Hostet- 
ter’s style is simple, clear, cheerful, and 
epigrammatic. He gives wholesome, 
Scriptural advice on marriage, the hus- 
band’s part, the wife’s part, and the 
children’s part. “If neatness, courtesy, 
thoughtfulness, and unselfishness are 
fundamentai in nurturing love during 
courtship,” he says, “they are funda- 
mental in preserving it.” “Many a mar- 
ried couple is like a team of horses, 
separated by a tongue.” “A mighty 
preventive to broken homes is regular 
Bible reading and prayer in the family, 
plus regular church attendance.” He 
writes of delinquent parents; the pa- 
tience, skill, firmness, and love needed 
in the rearing of children; of the need 
for making the home attractive; and 
of the vital importance of family wor- 
ship. His chapter on this last is es- 
pecially good, with definite suggestions 
on how to conduct it. Altogether this 
is a very useful handbook on how to 
establish and maintain a happy Chris- 
tian home. 


H OW To Build a Happy Home. By 


Dr. Kelly of Hopkins: Surgeon, Sci- 
entist, Christian. By Audrey W. Davis. 
(The Johns Hopkins Press, Baltimore 
18; $5.) The success of any biographer’s 
efforts naturally depends in great meas- 
ure on the material he has to work 
with, and on the depth of his knowledge 
of the subject of the biography. Miss 
Davis has been singularly blessed in 
both respects, and the result is a re- 
markable story of a remarkable man. 
This is not to minimize the author’s 
skill in any sense. She writes well, 
and has made an expert selection from 
the wealth of available material. Her 
long association with Dr. Kelly, as his 
librarian for twenty years, has ob- 
viously given her a much better prep- 
aration than most biographers can 
bring to their task. The reader closes 
the book with the feeling that he has 
come to know a choice servant of: God, 
who bore his honors with gracious hu- 
mility, and who spent his life in the 
service of others. Here was a man 
with an insatiable appetite for knowl- 
edge in a dozen different realms, who 
walked with the leaders of his time, 
and never Iost the common touch. Here, 
too, was one who clearly loved his 
Saviour, and who was constantly con- 
cerned that others should love Him, 
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Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3.° With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








too. Said he, “The only excuse I have 
for insisting on breaking through the 
reserves of every man I meet is that 
Jesus Christ died for him as well as 
for me, and I want him to know it” 
(p. 173). Dr. Kelly was internationally 
known, and his name is inseparably 
linked with. the great Johns Hopkins 
Hospital and School of Medicine that 
he helped to found, but fame left him 
unmoved. He apparently earned a 
fortune in his lifetime—and gave it 
away to missionaries and mission 
boards, to the poor and destitute, to 
public institutions, and to civic causes. 
Miss Davis says in her preface, “He 
filled every minute with the joy of 
living,” and the story of his life bears 
ample testimony to that fact. When 


’ it was announced that Dr. Kelly would 


write the series of articles, “A Scien- 
tific Man and the Bible” for THE Sun- 
DAY ScHOOL TIMES, “subscriptions to the 
paper poured in on an average of 
twelve hundred a day until over thirty 
thousand new readers had been en- 
tered on the list of subscribers” (p. 
171). There is one strange omission in 
the book: Dr. Kelly’s wife is scarcely 
mentioned. One cannot help wonder- 
ing what kind of woman she was, and 
what part she had in his career. The 
reading of this biography will be a 
profitable experience for any Christian, 
and many will want to give it prayer- 
fully to medical men and scientists, 
who will learn much from the humble 
testimony of this man of God. 


First Parting. By Skulda Vanadis 
Banér. (Longmans, Green & Co., Inc., 
New York 18; $3.25.) Two things Anna 
failed to realize: that life is made up of 
partings, and that to be transplanted 
from one’s sure, safe home in Michigan 
to an unsure, unsafe school on the 
Dakota prairie was not the end-all of 
happiness. But Anna learned to like 
her job, learned also to drink alkaline 
water, to burn lignite, to walk in 
gumbo, and to pronounce such names 
as Hrwoniuk and Dymianow. Board- 
ing with Ma Higgins was good for the 
young teacher, for Ma understood, en- 
couraged, and challenged her not to be 
a quitter. There were wonderful neigh- 
bors, too, especially the Vogans. But 
frustrations piled up. For who could 
go home at Christmas when the whole 
state was buried in snow? The Swed- 
ish lutfisk would help but there were 
many to eat and Anna never got a 


taste. Worse than all else was the 
new Higgins baby—born blind! One 
wishes Anna had known how to meet 
disappointments with a “For this we 
have Jesus.” When the school year 
was finished there was another part- 
ing, as sad as the first one, since Torv 
Vogan gave her his good-by pledge with 
love kisses. 


The Millennial Kingdom. By John 
F. Walvoord. (Durham Pub. Co, 
Findlay, Ohio, $4.95.) The president 
of Dallas Theological Seminary here 
presents a careful and well-documented 
study of the premillennial position con- 
cerning the coming of the Lord, and 
subsequent events. In doing so, he also 
treats the teaching of postmillennialism 
and amillennialism on these same 
points. Before dealing with the spe- 
cific teachings of premillennialism, Dr. 
Walvoord takes up the historical de- 
velopment of these three schools of 
prophetic interpretation. He insists that 
the basic point on which these systems 
differ is whether prophecy should be 
interpreted literally or not. Moreover, 
the author holds that what is at stake 
in this discussion is not just a method 
of interpreting prophecy, but something 
much more significant. According to 
Dr. Walvoord, a man’s prophetic out- 
look affects his entire theological posi- 
tion, having profound implications for 
his views of Scripture, salvation, and 
the Church. The author’s presentation 
of the premillennial position is well 
ordered, and he does not hesitate to ad- 
mit difficulties or differences of opinion 
among premillennial teachers. At the 
same time he gives a detailed expla- 
nation of the Scripture teaching as he 
sees it. His treatment of theologians 
of other persuasions is objective, and 
he lets them speak for themselves by 
quoting extensively from their works. 
His bibliography, which extends for 
twenty pages, includes the classic state- 
ments of all three positions. His own 
position is clearly and consistently set 
forth, and it should serve well as a 
careful restatement of the premillen- 
nial, dispensational doctrine. Having 
paid tribute to Dr. Walvoord’s fairness, 
it is perhaps not amiss to raise a ques- 
tion concerning certain statements he 
makes in connection with his claim 
that a wrong view of prophecy vitiates 
all the rest of theology. It seems hardly 
fair, for example, to label Reinhold 
Niebuhr an amillennialist, and then to 
hold that prophetic system responsible 
for his theological liberalism. 


The Biblical Expositor. Consulting 
Editor, Carl F. H. Henry. (A. J. Holman 
Co., Philadelphia 7; 3 vols., $6.95 each.) 
The appearance of a commentary on 
the whole Bible is news. The purpose 
of this one, according to the editor, 
is to fix “its attention on the enduring 
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message of the books, rather than los- 
ing itself in literary and critical dis- 
putations” (p. viii). Sixty-five men, all 
of conservative persuasion, have con- 
tributed to this work. How well has 
this avowed purpose been carried out? 
There will probably be as many an- 
swers to this question as there are 
readers of these volumes. In this re- 
viewer’s opinion, the last part of the 
purpose has been achieved better than 
the first part; ie., the work does not 
get lost in literary and critical dis- 
putations. The relatively brief space 
that can be allowed to each book in a 
project of this size forbids many ex- 
cursions on the part of the authors. 
They have to and do stick to the ex- 
position of the various books. How- 
ever, whether the living message of 
each book always shines forth may be 
open to question. This is not to say 
that the contents of the books are not 
clearly set forth. They are; but often 
the exposition is little more than para- 
graph summaries under headings in an 
analytical outline of a book. In other 
words, the exposition is really more in 
the nature of a synopsis with little 
critical detail and little homiletical 
help. However, this does not mean 
that the writing is mediocre. The non- 
technical expression of depth of schol- 
arship is characteristic of much of the 
work. Particularly helpful are the in- 
troductory essays on the various sec- 
tions of the Bible and the introductions 
to individual books. Although all the 
authors appear to be evangelical, their 
varying viewpoints within conservative 
theology make for inconsistencies in 
the work as a whole. This is to be 
expected. However, many will be dis- 
appointed that too frequently the 
writers deal with problems by merely 
noting that “some say‘ this” and “some 
say that.” Nevertheless, in the over-all 
and as a synopsis, this is a worthwhile 
contribution to evangelical theological 
literature. The beginning student will 
be greatly helped by this set. The more 
advanced student will seek more de- 
tailed commentaries on individual Books. 
The preacher will need still other helps. 


Christian Evidences. By Perry F. 
Haines, D.D. (W. A. Wilde Company, 
Natick, Mass., $2.95.) No one can read 
this book without being convinced that 
its author loves the Lord and sincerely 
desires to help others to a genuine 
faith in Him. But lofty motivation 
and sincere purpose are not sufficient 
justification for publishing a book, and 
the reader who seeks a convincing mar- 
shalling of Christian evidences here will 
turn away from the book in disappoint- 
ment. For one thing, Dr. Haines has al- 
lowed his own largely unsupported 
Opinions concerning the origin of the 
universe to be presented on the same 
level as Scriptural truth, and the re- 
sult is a strange mixture of human 
guesswork and Biblical teaching. He 
writes, “We are not much worried 
about our thoughts in the Biblical 


Tealm, we are pretty well satisfied 
that God has given us a pretty well 
grounded idea as to what Divine Re- 








velation means, but to use the Book 
and science together and show there 
are no real contradictions in the realm 
of geology and the first few chapters 
of Genesis, we put forth our ideas 
plus God’s Word and we feel sure the 


result will be as good a guess as any of 


the scientific guesses of the day and 
who knows but we may yet be proven 
right. Time will tell” (p. 30). This 
quotation is typical of both the utterly 
unconvincing approach of the author 
to these serious problems, and of the 
poor style of writing which character- 
izes his work. There are any number 
of books already published that pre- 
sent the case for the Bible and Chris- 
tian truth in a much more satisfactory 
way than does this one. It is poorly 
written and poorly edited, and it ought 
not claim the interest of the Christian 
reading public. 


The Nurture and Evangelism of Chil- 
dren. By Gideon G. Yoder. (Herald 
Press, Scottdale, Pa. $3.) Just how 
should children be educated and evan- 
gelized within the Christian commun- 
ity? This is the problem facing all 
entrusted with the religious training of 
children. In an effort to explore the 
theoretical aspects of the question and 
present some lines of suggested -pro- 
cedure, Dr. Yoder deals with the vari- 
ous theological viewpoints represented 
in Christendom. Then he emphasizes 
the need for the proper understanding 
of the child and presents valuable in- 
formation in the area of child study 
and the age of accountability. The 
teacher must tailor his approach ac- 
cordingly. Educators. and evangelists 
need to understand that childhood com- 
mitments come from impressionable but 
nonresponsible minds. Lasting commit- 
ments can not be made until there is 
a moral consciousness and a sense of 
moral responsibility. A lengthy biblio- 
graphy adds to the value of a book that 
is especially helpful for parents, Sun- 
day school workers, and pastors. 

The History of Redemption. By 
Jonathan Edwards. (Sovereign Grace 
Publishers, Evansville 13, Ind., $4.50.) 
This volume is no ordinary series of 
sermons. It is designed “to comfort 
the church under her sufferings, and 
the persecution of her enemies; and 
the argument of consolation insisted 
on is, the constancy and perpetuity of 
God’s mercy and faithfulness towards 
her.” This goal is attained through a 
reverent review and integration of all 
relevant Biblical incidents and teach- 
ings, with the unity of the Covenant 
of Grace being manifest throughout the 
historical record. In order to trace the 
history of God’s work of redemption, 
the centuries dating from the Fall of 
man to the end of the world are. di- 
vided into three periods, each with its 
own proposition. The first period 
covers the time from the Fall to the 
Incarnation. Then, from the Incarna- 
tion to the Resurrection of Christ is 
the next time measurement, and from 
thence to the end of the world con- 
cludes the study. In each instance the 
purposes of God in the work of re- 
demption are clearly delineated. 
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Hebrews. By M. R. DeHaan, MD. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
6; $2.50.) The widely known teacher 
of the Radio Bible Class here offers 
what he subtitles, “Twenty-Six Simple 
Studies in God’s Plan for Victorious 
Living.” These messages, apparently 
first given on the radio, do not attempt 
a verse-by-verse exposition of the Epis- 
tle. Rather, Dr. DeHaan is concerned 
to have his listeners face honestly the 
burden of the writer of Hebrews: the 
fact that so many Christians, having 
begun well in the Christian life, never 
go on to maturity. He sees reflected 
in the Epistle the Christian experience 
of many a person today, and he also 
finds therein the remedy for the de- 
feat that seems to characterize such a 
multitude of believers in our own 
times. In establishing his central point, 
Dr. DeHaan does not hesitate to take 
issue with the usual explanations of 
the dire warnings that are given in 
Hebrews, chapters six and ten. Point- 
ing. out that some have claimed that 
the writer of the Epistle is addressing 
believers who are in danger of losing 
their eternal salvation, while others 
have claimed that he was writing to 
those who had had contact with the 
Gospel, but no personal saving experi- 
ence of it, Dr. DeHaan rejects both 
these alternatives. Instead, he holds 
that these are indeed believers who 
are addressed in these chapters, but 
that what they are in danger of losing 
is not their salvation, but their re- 
wards at the judgment seat of Christ, 
and possibly also their continued phys- 
ical life on earth (as in the case of 
Ananias and Sapphira). The author 
insists that these solemn warnings need 
to be proclaimed in-our own day, as 
a remedy for the laxity of much evan- 
gelical preaching. Dr. DeHaan mani- 
fests a spirit of humility concerning 
his own convictions, and pleads for 
the manifestation of love among Chris- 
tians, even when they differ on such 
points. 


The Mystery of Suffering. By Hugh 
Evan Hopkins. (Inter-Varsity Press, 
Chicago 10; $1.25, paper.) Rejecting 
cheap and easy solutions to the prob- 
lem of suffering, while at the same 
time insisting that the mystery must 
be faced, Mr. Hopkins examines hu- 
man woe in the light of the Scriptures, 
and especially in the light of the cross 
of Christ. His book offers no easy 
formula for solving the problem; he 
finds no answer to it that eliminates 
the necessity of faith. What the author 
does do is to insist that the Word of 
God meets our perplexity head-on, and 
speaks the only ultimately satisfying 
answer to our questions. It is amazing 
how much Mr. Hopkins has packed into 
a book of 126 pages. He treats the 
various facets of the problem seriously, 
and with no undue haste. Always his 
appeal is to the Scriptures themselves, 
but he .illustrates his theses by fre- 
quent helpful quotations from a wide 
range of other sources. His book is 
an excellent antidote for present-day 
religious teaching that makes happiness 
(and the escape from suffering) the 
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highest good. At the same time, the 
author goes beyond the pious, and often 
glib, phrases with which we tend to 
answer man’s continuous questions con- 
cerning his sufferings. This is a good 
book for any Christian to read; it will 
stimulate his thinking and help him 
to understand the truly Biblical posi- 
tion on this important subject. It is 
an especially good book to give to those 
whose own faith is being tried. The 
answers are here, carefully thought out, 
well-expressed, and best of all, based 
on divine revelation, rather than on 
human speculation. 


The World’s Most Amazing Book. By 
James W. Elliott. (Higley Press, 119 
E. Oak St., Butler, Ind., $4.95.) The 
author demonstrates the thesis of the 
title by citing examples of the Scrip- 
tures’ power in changing lives, by 
showing their harmony and inherent 
trustworthiness, and by calling attention 
to their accuracy in predicting the fu- 
ture. He believes in, and argues for, the 
inerrancy of Scripture. He has written 
a good, popular apologetic in this first 
of six parts of the book. Part Two is 
a helpful guide to Bible study. Here 
the new Christian will find suggestions 
for achieving system and careful dis- 
crimination, and will be oriented to- 
ward a spiritual approach to the Bible’s 
contents. Parts Three and Four trace 
the history of the Scriptures from the 
original manuscripts to modern ver- 
sions. As to the Revised Standard 
Version, after noting its errors and weak- 
nesses, he concludes that “if we had 
had only this version during all the 
centuries, our theology based on the 
Bible would be exactly the same as it 
is now.” However he admits that when 
Old Testament prophetic passages 
which the R.S.V. has altered “are used 
by Jesus and the apostles in the New 
Testament to support Jesus’ claim to 
Messiahship, they make it appear that 
Jesus and the New Testament writers 
are distorting Old Testament prophecy 

. .’ Part Five is an interesting ac- 
count of the work of Bible distribution, 
while Part Six deals with the Bible’s 
chronology. This is a helpful hand- 
book for Bible study. 


The Minister and His Ministry. By 
Mark W. Lee. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $3.95.) Most 
of our older Protestant ministers have 
not had a formal course in pastoral 
theology. Behavior as a minister of 
the Gospel has been learned by ex- 
perience and always experience is a 
hard teacher and sometimes a costly one. 
Many will think that a 37-year-old man 
could not have had enough experience 
to give worth-while advice along this 
line. A careful reading of this rather 
large volume will disabuse them of this 
idea. The author deals very helpfully 
with twenty-seven problems that con- 
front the minister in these days. Among 
these are The Call, His Study, Social 
Problems, His Personal Life, Music, Wed- 
dings, Funerals, and Youth. He handles 
these problems from the conservative 
standpoint. Some will think, however, 
that he deals too leniently with such 
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liberals as Harry Emerson Fosdick, 
Kierkegaard, Barth and others. He also 
seems to believe that there is a place 
in the ministry for women. We agree 
that “if a young man will, in sincere 
modesty, seek counsel of some of his 
peers he will stretch his abilities be- 
yond the limitations of his own experi- 
ence and wisdom.” 


The Word for This Century. Merrill 
C. Tenney, Editor. (Oxford University 
Press, Fairlawn, N. J., $4.) This vol- 
ume represents part of the observance 
of the centennial anniversary of 
Wheaton College. The purpose of the 
book is to summarize the message of 
the Gospel and of the college for this 
present age. The content consists of a 
group of essays written by members of 
the administration, faculty, and alumni. 
These are intended to be an exposition of 
the doctrinal statement of the school. 
The articles discuss such subjects as: 
sin, authority, the person of Christ, 
redemption, Christ in the believer, the 
church, ethics, and the return of Christ. 
As may be expected in a compilation 
of essays, there is a variance in both 
method and effectiveness. Generally 
each writer includes a brief survey of 
the contemporary thought in his area 
of discussion and a brief exposition of 
the subject from Scripture. The articles 
are consistently good, and the treatment 
of the subject of authority is excellent. 
The necessary brevity of the essays 
causes large gaps, such as the lack of 
any real exposition of sin, but this may 
have been done in order to make the 
book of reasonable length. Certain 
problems arise in the essays by such 
statements as, “New Testament ethics 
is summarized primarily in the Sermon 
on the Mount” (p. 139), and in the iden- 
tification of the Church as the “re- 
deemed community” of both the Old 
and New Testaments (p. 109). Other- 
wise, the doctrinal content is consistent 
and fair in its approach. While not 
essential to one’s library, the book may 
be of interest to the reader of con- 
temporary evangelical literature. 


The Bible Word Book. By Ronald 
Bridges and Luther A. Weigle. (Thomas 
Nelson and Sons, New York 17; $5.) 
It is an accepted fact that many words 
in the King James Version have be- 
come obsolete or have changed in their 
usage since its translation in 1611. Re- 
cent attempts at revision or translation 
have met with varying degrees of suc- 
cess. This book by the chairman of 
the Standard Bible Committee and a 
former president of the Pacific School 
of Religion attempts to cite most of 
these archaic words, to explain what 
the King James translators meant when 
they used a word, and to state the 
word or phrase used to replace the 
word in the recent authorized revisions. 
The authors have accomplished their 
purposes quite well. Words such as 
“choler,” “fain,” “neesing,” and “min- 
ish,” which few readers understand to- 
day, are explained, and their modern 
meaning is given. A word like “let” 
from Isaiah 43:14, Romans 1:13, and 2 


Thessalonians 2:6, 7 is explained as “to 
hinder, impede, or prevent.” This word 
is then further illustrated from the game 
of tennis, in which a serve is called a 
“let” when it is hindered or impeded 


in play (p. 199). Controversial words 
such as “virgin” are not usually dis- 
cussed, but the R.S.V. translation of 
proskuneo as “kneel before” from Mat- 
thew 8:2; 9:18; 20:20 is defended in 
spite of the fact that “worship” would 
not only be a preferable translation 
but would also demonstrate Christ’s 
deity in these passages. This book may 
be quite useful to the serious student 
of the King James text if he does not 
have a working knowledge of the orig- 
inal languages; however, it is somewhat 
limited in that it treats only archaic 
and obsolete terms, and always gives 
preference to the R.S.V. translations. 


Her Heart and Home. By Ruth 
Brunk Stoltzfus. (Moody Press, 
Chicago 10; $3.) Here is a spiritual 
health vitamin “catalog” that can work 
miracles in any home if the “prescrip- 
tions” are followed. Such topics as 
“Recipe for a Happy Home,” “House- 
cleaning of the Mind,” “Her Inner Life,” 
“How Can We Learn Calmness?” are 
a few of the twenty-five that provide 
the most effective prescriptions for an 
otherwise deficient daily diet. Would 
you be interested in four ingredients 
that are needed in a recipe for a 
happy home? They are work, play, 
love, and worship; and the recipe is 
given in such a way that you will find 
it easy and natural to follow, with 
God’s help. Each topic seems to be 
more personal and appealing than the 
former. There is a “thought to ponder” 
at the end of every chapter. Think 
on the one that closes the topic, “The 
Family Faces Sorrow”: “Tears are 
often the telescope by which we see 
far into Heaven.” There is real, vital, 
spiritual help here in this little volume. 


Evidence of Things Not Seen. By 
Walter J. Gresham. (Vantage Press, 
Inc., New York 1; $2.75.) A lawyer 
looks at the New Testament and scrut- 
inizes the foundations of the Christian 
faith as set forth in the Gospels, and 
shows that under the legal rules of 
evidence that Jesus Christ is the Deity. 
Mr. Gresham concludes that the over- 
whelming weight of evidence justifies 
us in believing that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Messiah announced by the prophets 
of Israel; that after His death on the 
cross He rose from the tomb bodily and 
presented Himself alive to His apostles. 
Here is a book written by a layman 
for laymen, giving irrefutable evidence 
to the faith once delivered to the saints. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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1950-1960-Christian Bookselling 


on the Move 


The story of the Christian Booksellers Association 


By WILLIAM F. MOORE, 


Executive Secretary Christian Booksellers Association 


66 OD has called me to open a Chris- 

tian bookstore in our community. 
There is no store for fifty miles around, 
but how do I go about opening a store?” 
This question bothered many potential 
Christian booksellers prior to 1950, but 
today in 1960, they can receive an an- 
swer to this important question. 

In September, 1950, the Christian 
Booksellers Association was organized 
during the first convention in Chicago. 
Today this association is answering 
questions for new and existing stores. 
This aid has helped to strengthen these 
retail outlets all over the United States, 
Canada, and in many other countries. 

As these Christian booksellers estab- 
lish stronger outlets for the distribution 
of Christian literature, more people in 
every community are reached with the 
Gospel message. This complements the 
work of the church and extends the 
ministry of the pastors. 

How did this association come into 
existence, what is happening today, and 
what about the future? 

Realizing the need to provide aid to 
potential and existing stores, a group 
of Chicago booksellers met frequently 
during the early months of 1950 at the 
Lawson YMCA. A desire to get the 
opinions of other dealers from a wider 
area was expressed at a meeting in 
April, 1950. 

On Tuesday, May 16, 1950, a group of 
thirty-five dealers from a one-hundred- 
mile radius of Chicago were called to- 
gether for a dinner meeting at the 
Lawson YMCA. These dealers were the 
guests of Mr. K. N. Taylor, director of 
Moody Press. 

At this meeting it was unanimously 
agreed to organize a convention of 
dealers in the Middle Western States to 
take place on September 14 and 15 of 
that year. The LaSalle Hotel was chosen 
as convention headquarters. 

On such short notice and with vaca- 
tion plans already established, a total 
of 279 dealers, exhibitors, and guests 
registered for this first convention. 

In the minutes of our first meeting on 
May 16, 1950, appears a significant state- 
ment to the effect that this group would 
always strive to work together as 
dealers and publishers and to refrain 
from spending time on differences of 
opinion. We as Christians represent our 
God, who does things decently and in 
good order, and from the very start 
the group has not permitted controver- 
Sial themes to spoil any convention pro- 
gram. The history of our conventions 
proves that this was a good way to 
start. Today the harmony that exists 
amazes the group as a whole. 
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Statistics tell the story of the growth 
of CBA. From the attendance of 279 
persons with 48 exhibiting companies 
in 1950, the convention has grown to 
show in 1960 a total registration of 1804 
persons with 134 exhibitors. These rep- 
resentatives came from 40 states, 5 
provinces of Canada, and several for- 
eign countries. 

The membership of the association 
began with 227 charter members in 1950. 
At convention time in 1960, 748 active 
stores were members of the association. 


While most of the convention program 
is devoted to business topics, a revival 
spirit is evident. Each day of the con- 
vention is begun with devotions. 
Throughout the week, prayer is offered 
at business sessions and meal functions. 
We have been particularly blessed in 
recent years with outstanding Gospel 
music added to the program. However, 
the convention program is not the secret 
of the success of the conventions, as 
important as it may be to a proper 
spiritual atmosphere. 


In 1955 at the Washington, D. C., 
meeting, we held our first Sunday after- 
noon prayer meeting. As is true in the 
local church, this meeting held each 
year is the secret to the spiritual tone of 
our annual conventions. At this first 
prayer meeting some sixty gathered. 
This year approximately four hundred 
gathered in the Sherman Hotel for a 
one-hour prayer meeting. 

These Christian booksellers have one 
purpose in mind, to become better serv- 
ants of God in their communities. They 
work hard, and the financial compensa- 
tion is not great. If it were not for a 
missionary zeal toward their work, 
many would leave the Christian book- 
selling ministry. 

What does the association do through- 
out the year to help dealers? 

1. We supply members with all types 

of merchandising ideas. 

2. We encourage dealers to strive for 
better locations, with more modern 
and up-to-date stores, utilizing 
proper lighting and the best of 
display ideas and good store ar- 
rangement. 

3. We keep members up-to-date on 
laws affecting our industry, such 
as postal rates. 

4. We mail membership bulletins, 
news releases, and our monthly 
publication, the Christian Book- 
sellers Advance to our members, 
keeping them fully informed. 

5. We encourage new retail outlets 

where none exist. 

. We have published a simplified 


bookkeeping manual for all mem- 
bers. 

7. We have available numerous pub- 
lications to aid members in many 
phases of their ministry. 

8. Group insurance plans are avail- 
able to members. 

9. Free consultation on store manage- 
ment problems is available. 

10. Regional meetings are _ held 
throughout the country to bring 
the association office and members 
closer together. 

11. Co-operative national advertising 
promoted with the aid of dealers, 
suppliers, and Christian magazines 
is carried on. 

12. General information is available on 
sources of supply and any other 
need the stores may have. 

What is the future of the Christian 
Booksellers Association and the minis- 
try of the Christian bookstore? 

When did you last read any book © 
through completely? When did you last 
read a Christian book? When did you 
last read a Christian magazine through 
from cover to cover? How do you bud- 
get your time for things eternal? How 
many gifts do you give without any 
spiritual significance? 

The answers to these questions for 
born-again Christians would probably 
not make a favorable impression. But 
they would indicate that the Christian 
bookstores meet a real need for today 
and for the future. 

All around us are evidences of God’s 
blessing upon the distribution of litera- 
ture. On the mission fields this Gospel 
literature may well be the means of 
communication in the future, since mis- 
sionary doors are rapidly closing. 

It is significant that God has called 
dedicated men and women all over the 
world to distribute Christian books, 
Bibles, Sunday school, and church sup- 
plies. The true, dedicated Christian 
bookseller is a spiritual counsellor and 
invaluable aid to all local churches. 
Support the bookseller by patronizing 
his store and giving gifts with a Chris- 
tian emphasis. 

Will you pray for the Christian Book- 
sellers Association throughout the 
world? As more Christian books, 
Bibles, and gifts are distributed, more 
people will hear of Christ and of His 
love for mankind. 

We have one objective in mind, and 
that is to help our members throughout 
the world to become more effective in 
the distribution of the printed page. 

“The Printed Word Endures” was our 
theme at the eleventh Annual Conven- 
tion of CBA. We want the Word of God 
to: be available to the entire world, that 
through this increased distribution of 
the Word more people may come to a 
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

The Christian Booksellers Association 
represents the God of the impossible, 
and during these first ten years we 
have seen evidence that God is working 
through our dealers, and Christian book- 
selling is on the move. 


CHICAGO. 





The Gift of God 


A Christmas worship and white gift service for Sunday school 


HEME VERSE: “The gift of God is 
eternal life, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). 
Theme Music: “God So Loved the 
World” (Stainer: from “The Crucifix- 
ion”); any good choral record. 


Theme Picture: A clear slide of any 
good nativity scene. (Platform is 
dimly lighted; theme verse is flashed 
on screen.) 

Leader: Who does not love to receive 
a Christmas gift? 

Let me read to you the story of the 
first Christmas, and the very first 
Christmas gift ever to be given—God’s 
great gift of His Son, whom He gave 
to you and to me. 

(Theme picture is flashed on screen 
above verse; theme music sounds 
softly for a few bars, then recedes 
into the background, continuing very 
softly while the leader reads Luke 
2:8-16.) 

Leader: Jesus Christ is God’s great gift 

of love to you and to me. Let us 
repeat together the words of John 3: 
16. 
(School repeats verse. As they finish, 
the last three phrases of the theme 
music are sounded softly, as an echo: 
“God so loved the world; God so 
loved the world; God so loved the 
world.” Theme verse and theme pic- 
ture are still on screen.) 


Leader: God gave us His Son so that 
those who believe in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life. 
“For the wages of sin is death; but 
the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

(John 10:10 flashes on screen, with 
theme picture.) 


LIFE 

Leader: When we ask the Lord Jesus to 
come into our hearts, He brings to us 
His great gift of eternal life. He 
brings us a richer, fuller, happier, 
more abundant life than we can pos- 
sibly find in any other way. We all 
want to live, don’t we, and to get 
the most we can out of life? Let us 
read together the words of the Lord 
Jesus (on screen). 
(School reads: “I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly,” John 10: 
10.) 
(Lights up.) 


Leader: I am gaing to ask a member of 
our own school who has recently re- 
ceived God’s gift of eternal life to 
tell you what a difference it has made 
to her to have the Lord Jesus Christ-as 
Saviour, in her heart and life. 
(Two-minute testimony, followed un- 
announced by a testimony in song, or 
in recited or chorally read verse, about 
the fullness of life to be found in 
Christ.) 
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Leader: And now 


By E. MARGARET CLARKSON 


JOY 


Leader: The Lord Jesus brings many, 


many gifts into our lives. One of the 
loveliest of these is the gift of His 
joy, which He has promised to all 
those who receive Him. 

(Lights down; John 15:11; 16:22; flash 
on screen, along with theme picture.) 


Leader: We all like to be happy, don’t 


we? Do you know, no one in the 
world is as happy as the man or 
woman, or boy or girl, who has the 
Lord Jesus living in his heart. Let us 
read together Jesus’ own words about 
His joy: 

(School reads: “These things have I 
spoken unto you, that my joy might 
remain in you, and that your joy 
might be full... . Your joy no man 
taketh from you.”) 

(Lights up.) 


Leader: Our Beginners’ class is going to 


sing us two little songs of joy; and 
then is going to tell us about the 
joy that the Lord Jesus has given to 
her. 

(Two short action songs, followed by 
a two-minute testimony from an older 
pupil.) 





PEACE 


Leader: Another great gift that the 


Lord Jesus brings to those who re- 
ceive Him is the gift of His peace. 
Are you ever worried or afraid? 
About school, maybe, perhaps about 
exams? Or about other’ things? 
Those who trust in the Lord Jesus 
do not need to worry about any- 
thing, for He has promised to take 
care of them and.to fill their hearts 
with His gift of peace. 

(Lights down; theme picture flashes 
on screen, with Rom. 5:1 and John 
14:27.) 


Leader: Let us all read together His 


promise: 
(School reads: “Therefore being justi- 
fied by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
. Peace I leave with you, my peace 
I give unto you: not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid.”) 
(Lights up.) 
is going to tell 
us something about the peace she has 
found since she received the Lord 
Jesus Christ as her Saviour. 
(Two-minute testimony, followed by 
a testimony in song: “Sweet Peace, 
the Gift of God’s Love,” or other suit- 
able selection.) 


REST 


Leader: Those who receive the Lord 


Jesus as Saviour receive with Him 
yet one more great gift, His gift of 
rest. No, I do not mean the kind of 
rest you get when you go to bed at 


(Prayer by Leader. 
Leader: When you receive a gift, what 


night! That is rest of the body; and 
it is a wonderful gift. But Jesus 
gives a far greater, far more won- 
derful rest than that: He gives us rest 
of heart. 

(Lights down. Matt. 11:28, 29 flash 
on screen, with theme picture.) 


Leader: Do you ever feel restless inside, 

dissatisfied, perhaps? Or do you 
sometimes have a feeling of wanting 
something, a yearning, a striving, a 
seeking, but you do not know just for 
what? To have Christ’s gift of rest 
means to find the answer to all that 
questioning and restlessness. It means 
to be satisfied, truly satisfied, deep 
down in your heart. That is what 
Jesus means when He says that He 
will give us rest unto our souls. Let 
us read His words together: 
(School reads: “Come unto me, all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn of me; for 
I am meek and lowly in heart: and 
ye shall find rest unto your souls.” 
(Lights up.) 

Leader: And now is going to tell 
us something about the rest and sat- 
isfaction of heart that Jesus has 
brought into her life. 

(Two-minute testimony, followed un- 
announced by a musical number of 
suitable nature.) 


Leader (slowly, and with great em- 


phasis): “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlast- 
ing life.” “For the wages of sin is 
death; but the gift of God is eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
Today is Christmas Sunday. We are 
all looking forward to giving and. re- 
ceiving gifts on Christmas Day. I 
wonder if we have all of us received 
that greatest of all gifts, the eternal 
life which God wants to give each one 
of us through His Son, Jesus Christ? 
If not, why not receive Him today? 
Then this Christmas Sunday will be- 
come the most wonderful day in your 
life, and all the angels in Heaven will 
sing, because the Lord Jesus will be 
born in your heart. 

(Lights down; theme praneny dies 
away, but words of chorus appear, 
“Into My Heart.”) 


Leader: Let us bow our heads, and join 


in singing, very softly, the words we 
have on the screen before us, “Into 
My Heart.” If you have never before 
asked the Lord Jesus to come into 
your heart, you may receive Him now. 
“Behold, I stand at the door and 
knock,” He says to you; “if any man 
Cor if any boy or any girl] hear my 
voice, and open the door, I will come 
in.” Will you receive the Lord Jesus 
into your heart now? — sings:) 


Into my heart, into my hea 

Come into my heart, Lord’ Jesus! 
Come in today, come in to stay, 

Come into my heart, Lord Jesus! 


Then lights up.) 
is the first thing you do? Why, of 


course, you say “Thank you,” don’t 
(Continued on page 921) 
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THE KING JAMES VERSION 

Jer. 31:3b Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: 
therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee. 

4 Again I will build thee, and thou shalt be built, O virgin 
of Israel: thou shalt again be adorned with thy tabrets, and 
shalt go forth in the dances of them that make merry. 

5 Thou shalt yet plant vines upon the mountains of Sa- 
maria: the planters shall plant, and shall eat them as common 
things. 

6 For there shall be a day, that the watchmen upon the 
mount Ephraim shall cry, Arise ye, and let us go up to Zion 
unto the Lorp our God. 

7 For thus saith the Lorp; Sing with gladness for Jacob, 
and shout among the chief of the nations: publish ye, praise 
ye, and /- O Lorp, save or ee the remnant of Israel. 


31 Behold, the ‘ie come, saith o- jan that I will make 
anew covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house 
of Judah: 

32 Not according to the covenant that I made with their 
fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring 
them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they 
brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the Lorp: 


GOD’S COVENANT OF LOVE 
Jeremiah 31; Luke 1:67, 68, 76-79; Romans 8; printed text, Jeremiah 31:3b-7, 


31-34; Romans 8:1, 2, 38, 39 


Golden Text.—For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 

principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, 

nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.—Rom. 8:38, 39 


house of Israel; After those days, saith the Lorn, I will put 
my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; 
and will be their God, and they shall be my people. 

34 And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, 
and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lorp: for they 
shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest 
of them, saith the Lorp: for I will forgive their iniquity, and 
I will remember their sin no more. 


Rom. 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit. 

2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath 
made me free from the law of sin and death. 


38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, 

39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 
















33 But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyright 
International Council of Religious Education. 


the Inter- 
by 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 


UR study today is bright with 
O glory and gladness. It concerns 

not only the future physical and 
spiritual restoration of Israel, but also 
the present-day believer’s life of vic- 
tory by the Holy Spirit. This life be- 
gins with the Christian’s exemption 
from condemnation, and flows on in the 
glad assurance that nothing whatever 
that may arise can separate him from 
God’s love in Christ. 

We shall also consider the New Cov- 
enant to be made with converted and 
restored Israel in a future day—a cov- 
enant carrying not only rich blessings 
for that nation by-and-by, but also 
making available those blessings for us 
now. On the cross the Lord Jesus 
shed His precious blood and thus laid 
the solid basis for all this. The evening 
before His death, in instituting the sup- 
per of remembrance, or Lord’s Supper, 
He said, “This is my blood of the new 
testament [or covenant], which is shed 
for many for the remission of sins” 
(Matt. 26: 28). 

By those words He meant that re- 
demption would be accomplished to 
Heaven’s complete satisfaction, and be- 
cause of this, fullness of favor could 
flow out to all that believe. 

This blessing would not be depend- 
ent upon human faithfulness, as were 
the benefits of the Old, or Mosaic, Cov- 
enant, but would rest entirely upon 
the fidelity of the Lord God Himself. 





November 19, 1960 (Lesson for December 4) 


Verse by Verse 


Jeremiah 31:3b.—“I have loved thee 
with an everlasting love: therefore with 
lovingkindness have I drawn thee.” All 
blessing, whether for Israel, the church, 
or the individual, flows out of the 
ocean of God’s great love. And while 
law may drive, love will draw. Hence, 
if we love Him in return it is only 
“because he first loved us” (see 1 John 
4:19). 


Verse 4.—“Again I will build thee... 
O virgin of Israel: thou shalt again be 
adorned with thy tabrets ...” The 
Lord will be the future builder of this 
nation, and they shall rejoice in holy 
fervor before Him. Tabrets are tim- 
brels or tambourines. 


Verse 5.—“Thou shalt yet plant vines 
upon the mountains of Samaria: the 
planters shall plant, and shall eat them 
as common things.” When the Lord 
becomes the defender of Israel, His peo- 
ple shall dwell in the land in security. 
They will not only plant the vines but 
will also enjoy the grapes. Even to- 
day the visitor to the modern state of 
Israel can readily see the foreshadow- 
ings of this. 


Verse 6.—“For the watchmen 
upon the mount Ephraim shall cry, 
Arise ye, and let us go up to Zion unto 
the Lord our God.” Ephraim was the 
well-known name for the northern ten- 
tribed break-away kingdom. But the 
coming day will see the complete heal- 
ing and the reunion of the entire 
twelve-tribed nation, for the northern 
watchmen will direct the worshipers 





down to Zion, because the Lord Himself 
will be there. 

Verse 7—“For thus saith the Lord; 
Sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout 
among the chief of the nations: ... 
praise . .’ In that coming day of 
Messiah’s full glory Israel will be re- 
stored to her place of leadership among 
the nations, and all are bidden to salute 
her pre-eminence. All peoples will then 
rejoice, for only through Abraham’s seed 
can all the nations be blessed (Gen. 
12:3). 

Verse 31—‘“Behold, the days come, 
saith the Lord, that I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel, and 
with the house of Judah.” Because 
God is one of the contracting parties, 
a Bible covenant is a most sacred con- 
tract. The fact that this one is described 
as “new” suggests a former one that 
has now become old, and the intro- 
ductory words indicate clearly that it 
lay in the future; it was not yet in ef- 
fect. Furthermore, this covenant is to 
be concluded with Israel and Judah. 


Verse 32.—“Not according to the cov- 
enant that I made with their fathers 
. .. which my covenant they brake, 
although I was an husband unto them, 
saith the Lord.” As a devoted hus- 
band, the Lord had led his beloved 
out of Egypt. At that time He made 
a conditional covenant with them, 
promising them rich blessing if they 
would walk in obedience. But though 
they solemnly promised to heed, their 
history became blotted with murmur- 
ings and rebellion. They entirely failed 
in their commitments. 
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Verse 33.—“But this shall be the cov- 
enant that I will make... After those 
days, saith the Lord, I will put my law 
in their inward parts, and write it in 
their hearts; and will be their God, 
and they shall be my people.” One 
fundamental difference between the Old 
and the New Covenant with Israel lay 
in the fact that while the first one was 
conditional, the new would be uncon- 
ditional. God Himself was the only 
promiser in the latter; hence, there 
could be no possibility of failure. Je- 
hovah’s law would not be externally 
related this time, but would be in- 
ternally graven on their very hearts. 
Hence, they would not obey because 
of external fear, but, rather, because 
of internal desire. This is really the 
new birth, of which our Lord spoke 
to Nicodemus in John 3. 


Verse 34—“‘And they shall teach no 
more every man his neighbour .. . 
saying, Know the Lord: for they shall 
all know me... for I will forgive their 
iniquity, and I will remember their 
sin no more.” When this new and 
unconditional covenant becomes effec- 
tive with Israel, all will come under its 
wonderful benefits. This brings us to 
the beginning of- Christ’s millennial 
Kingdom over the earth, when all will 
be righteous (see Isa. 60:21). All of 
these born-again persons will enjoy the 
full knowledge of the forgiveness of 
sin. This will be based, of course, upon 
Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, for it was 
there that He shed the blood of the 
New Covenant, and laid for it a right- 
eous foundation (Matt. 26:28). 

Romans 8:1.—“There is therefore now 
no condemnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit.” It is sig- 
nificant that all current and careful 
translations of this text place the 
period after the name, “Christ Jesus,” 
and omit the subsequent qualifying 
clause. This clause really belongs to 
the fourth verse, but not to the first. 
For if a man is “in Christ Jesus” he is 
certainly beyond all reach of penalty, 
just as is the risen Christ Himself. His 
judgment is forever past. 

Verse 2.—‘For the law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus hath made me 
free from the law of sin and death.” 
This might be paraphrased, “For the 
Spirit’s law—life in Christ Jesus—hath 
made me free.” Where is my lifé? 
It is in the risen Christ. The Spirit 
points me away from self to Him, and 
I am victorious. The new upward pull 
overcomes the old downward pull, mak- 
ing me a joyous conqueror. 

Verse 38.—“For I am persuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come...” Paul 
here calmly surveys the entire gamut of 
potential perils that face the Christian. 
While some of these are natural, others 
are supernatural; some are around us 
now while cthers threaten our future. 

Verse 39—“Nor . .. any other crea- 
ture, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” No creature in any 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


9. November 27.—Strength in God (Tem- 
perance). ..Psalm 46; Ephesians 6:10-20 


Next Week’s Lesson 


11. December 11.—God’s Promise of a 
Saviour. Isaiah 9; Matthew 4:12- 
17, 23-25; Galatians 4:4-7 








sphere—Heaven, earth, or hell—can sep- 
arate the child of God from the love of 
God his Father, a love which flows 
down to him through that glorious 
channel, our Lord Jesus Christ. This is 
indeed a crescendo of triumph. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Both the Old and the New Testament 
passages under consideration today em- 
phasize the great love of God. In the 
Old Testament that love was expressed 
toward a nation—Israel—while in the 
New it is directed toward the indi- 
vidual. But in either case it brings 
abundant blessing and it begets a re- 
sponsive love. 

A covenant is a sacred contract in- 
volving two or more persons. The first 
covenant, sometimes called the Mosaic, 
was made between God and Israel on 
a conditional basis. Its benefits de- 
pended upon not only God’s faithful- 
ness, but also upon that nation’s obedi- 
ence. We all know how the nation 
failed by succumbing to idolatry. 

The New Covenant, on the other 
hand, is unconditional. God takes the 
initiative, and says, “I will.” Thus it 
cannot fail. It is all of His grace. 

This sacred declaration, guaranteed 
by the Lord Himself, provides for the 
spiritual blessings of the new birth. 
The will of God will be done, not be- 
cause of external pressure, but because 
of internal desire. And He will be 
personally known in the experience of 
every believer, whether of the future 
Israel or of the present-day Gentile. 


* Topics for Development 


The Interpretation and the Appli- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


OW does God draw us unto Him- 
self? 

2. Who will build Israel in the com- 
ing day? 

3. With whom will God make the 
New Covenant? 

4. What kind of a covenant did the 
Lord make with Israel when He brought 
them out of Egypt? 

5. How does this compare with the 
New Covenant? 

6. Where will the Lord write His 
law? 

7. To whom is there now no con- 
demnation? 

8. What makes us free from the law 
of sin and death? 

9. Who is the mediator of the New 
Covenant? 

10. How are these blessings procured 
for us? 


(Answers on page 918) 


cation of Scripture. The interpretation 
of any Bible passage may be ascertained 
only by a careful consideration of its 
context, or setting, as well as its re- 
lation to time and subjects. Scripture 
is explicit, and hence its meaning is 
exact. 

The application of a text, however, 
is quite another matter. In this there 
is considerable elasticity. While there 
is usually but one interpretation, there 
may well be several applications. 

Today’s lesson on the New Covenant 
affords an example of this. 

While the New Covenant properly 
belongs to the houses of Israel and 
Judah in a future day, the present-day 
Christian Church already comes into 
the happy experience of the blessings 
of it. For what converted Israel will 
then enjoy is ours even now. 

The interpretation of Jeremiah 31: 


31-34, therefore, strictly belongs to Is- 


rael. The Church was never under the 
Old Covenant; hence, it would be in- 
congruous to speak of making a new 
covenant with her. 

However, the quotation of the Jere- 
miah passage in Hebrews 8:6-13 applies 
the benefits of this unconditional agree- 
ment to us. These are the glorious re- 
sults of the new birth, procured by the 
death of Christ for all the children of 
faith—whether Christians today, or Is- 
rael and the nations in the future. 

The Bible abounds with examples of 
the wide application of passages of 
which there may be strictly but one 
interpretation. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The fact of the Lord’s love (Jer. 31:3) 

2. The fruit of His love in the revival of 
Israel under the New Covenant 
(Jer. 31:4-7, 31-34) 

3. The fullness of blessing for the be- 
liever today (Rom. 8:1, 2, 38, 39) 


Practical Applications 

When the New Covenant becomes 
fully effective for Israel under the Mes- 
siah’s government there will be no need 
for evangelism. When the millennium 
dawns “Thy people ... shall be all 
righteous” (Isa. 60:21), and the Holy 
Spirit will be poured out on “all flesh” 
(Joel 2:28). None will need to say to 
his neighbor, “Know the Lord.” All 
will know Him (Jer. 31:34). 

In that day all evangelistic oppor- 
tunity will have completely passed. It 
will be earth’s harvest time. 

But how different today. Few know 
our Lord, and few are the witnesses. 
This is sowing time. The seed is the 
Word, and the field is the world. Let 
us give ourselves to renewed, conse- 
crated witnessing and winning of souls 
for Christ. Opportunities come our way 
daily. Let us redeem the time by buy- 
ing up these opportunities as the mer- 
chant would buy up some precious 
commodity. 


Golden Text 

Jeremiah 31:33—“I will put my law 
in their inward parts, and write it in 
their hearts.” The place of this writing 
is clearly in contrast with the writing 
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of the Law upon stones. To have the 
will of God in the heart will produce 
immeasurably better. results, for the 
motive is different. Love and not fear 
is the incentive. While the housemaid 
may work faithfully for so many hours 
each day, the mother will slave end- 
lessly for her children, for the law is 
written in her heart. 


West PALM BEACH, FLA. 

















From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEsTeD HyMNS 


“To God Be the Glory” 
“And Can It Be'That I Should Gain” 
“Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O Thou 
God of our salvation, whose love and 
power unite to save such sinners as we 
are and fit us for Thy glorious presence 
and service, we thank Thee for Thy 
wonderful love in saving us through 
Jesus Christ. For His coming and shed- 
ding His blood to establish the Gospel 
Covenant we praise Thy name. Let the 
marvel of it all lay hold of sinners 
everywhere as the Gospel is proclaimed 
in our day and may sin-laden souls 
turn to Christ and find pardon, peace, 
and new life. May each of us here be 
truly committed to the Saviour; may 
His Spirit cleanse and guide us that our 
lives may glorify Thee. Send out Thy 
saving truth and power to all people. 
Bring the healing of the Gospel to all 
nations and to those burdened with the 
ills and trials of this life give help 
fitted to their need. Do bless our study 
here today and send us out rejoicing in 
Thy love and set to do Thy will, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson—New Testament 
means New Covenant and our New Tes- 
tament is all about the New Covenant 
God promised by Jeremiah that He 
would make with men. We call it the 





For the Believer 
NO CONDEMNATION Re HIS SIN 
SEPARATION ROM GOD'S LOVE 


Gospel. Our New Testament verses to- 
day come from one of the most glorious 
chapters of God’s Word, Romans eight. 
Our portion consists only of its opening 
and closing verses, but they strike two 
glorious notes. The first is “No con- 
demnation”; the other is “No separa- 
tion.” 

Verse one says: “There is therefore 
now no condemnation to them which 
are in Christ Jesus.” No condemnation 
for sin hangs over our heads once we 
repent and turn to Christ. His death 











answered for our sin and now we are 
His and His righteousness is reckoned 
to us. 


November 19, 1960 (Lesson for December 4) 


No condemnation now I dread; 
Jesus, and in Him, is mine! 
Alive in Him, my living Head, 
And clothed in righteousness divine. 
Back of this lies the love of our Saviour 
and so the refrain says: 


Amazing love! how can it be 

That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 

—Charles Wesley 

From this amazing love nothing is 
able to separate the Christian. From 
the fact that no condemnation hangs 
over the Christian, the chapter moves 
on to tell of the Holy Spirit given to 
free us from sin and guide us as God’s 
sons till at last we are glorified into 
the likeness of our risen Lord. The 
closing verses are an outburst of rap- 
turous assurance that God will carry 
this through for us, no matter what our 
earthly trials may be. Paul is ab- 
solutely sure that “neither death nor 
life, neither messenger of Heaven nor 
monarch of earth, neither what hap- 
pens today nor what may happen to- 
morrow, neither a power from on high 
nor a power from below, not anything 
else in God’s whole world has any 
power to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord!” (Phil- 
lips.) Here is glad certainty giving 
courage, strength, peace, and hope for 
the darkest days. Turn to Christ and 
walk with Him and this strong confi- 
dence that nothing can separate you 
from God’s love can be yours. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom. M. Olson 


“I have loved thee with an everlast- 
ing love...” (Jer. 31:3).—God’s very 
nature is love (1 John 4:8, 16). Hence 
His love is everlasting and unchange- 
able. 

I read of a preacher who called on 
a farmer friend of his. The farmer 
had installed a weather vane, carrying 
the words, “God Is Love.” He asked 
the preacher what he thought of it. 

Hedging a bit, the preacher said, 
“Don’t you think it gives folks the 
wrong idea? Every time the wind 
changes, the sign turns. The people 
might get the idea that the love of 
God is undependable, and that it 
changes according to shifting circum- 
stances.” 

“No, indeed!” said the farmer. It is 
the other way around. No matter 
which way the wind changes, the vane 
will always say: “God Is Love.” 

The farmer was right. God’s love is 
sure and dependable, despite the 
changes of time and circumstance! 

When we love a person, our actions 
toward that person will not only be 
kind, but lovingly kind! Because God 
loved Israel, He could say, “. . . there- 


4:2; Zech. 8: 18-23). 


fore with lovingkindness have I drawn 
thee.” 

The same quality of love is ours to 
revel in! “Not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us, and sent his Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins” (1 John 
4:10). 

A fathér, wanting to teach his son a 
lesson on the love of God, took him to 
the top of a high hill. He pointed 
northward over Scotland, southward 
over England, eastward over the ocean, 
and westward over hill and valley, 
and then sweeping his arm around the 
whole circling horizon, he said, “Johnny, 
my boy, God’s love is as big as all 
that!” 

“Why, Father,” the boy replied with 
sparkling eyes, “then we must be right 
in the middle of it!” 

“Again I will build thee...” (Jer. 
31:4).—Despite all Israel’s failures in 
the past and their present unbelief, 
God’s_ inextinguishable love toward 
them prompts Him to reveal His long 
range plan for them. 

After the Great Tribulation—“the 
time of Jacob’s trouble,” mentioned in 
the previous chapter—He will build 
them into a strong, joyous, and pros- 
perous nation! 

Speaking in New York, Dr. Wm. F. 
Albright of Johns Hopkins University 
gave his audience the following con- 
fession: 

“It is without parallel in the annals 
of human history that a nation carried 
into captivity for seventy years should 
return to resume its national life; that 
after nearly six hundred years this 
same nation should again be scattered 
world-wide for nearly two thousand 
years and retain its identity; and that 
this people should then return to re- 
build its ancient homeland and achieve 
statehood among the family of nations. 

“Many nonprophetic souls, of whom 
I was one, declared that such a thing 
was impossible; and yet we have seen 
it. Since the words of the Old Testa- 
ment Prophets have been so far liter- 
ally fulfilled, we should expect the 
remainder of their predictions concern- 
ing the nation Israel likewise to be 
fulfilled.” 

“.. . Arise ye, and let us go up to 
Zion...” (Jer. 31:6).—This means, of 
course, that Jerusalem shall become the 
central place of worship on earth (Mic. 
It means also that 
the glorious temple described by Eze- 
kiel (chaps. 40 to 47) shall be built 
and used. 

“Sing ... shout... publish... praise 
ye, and say .. .” (Jer. 31:7)—It will 
be a joyous time, excelling the time 
Israel sang redemption’s first song on 
the wilderness side of the Red Sea, 
upon being delivered from the Egyp- 
tians (Exod. 15). 

“I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel...” (Jer. 31:31). — 
This covenant is decidedly different 
from the old one made with their 
fathers after coming out of Egypt. That 
one was conditioned on their obedience 
to His laws—which is the secret of the 
failure of that covenant. 

The frequency with which God says 
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“I will” in connection with this cove- 
nant reveals the precious fact that it is 
a covenant of pure grace. God prom- 
ises great things to the house of Israel, 
and to the house of Jacob, uncondition- 
ally; and He will fulfill His promises 
(Num. 23:19). 

The following portions of the New 
Testament should be read in connection 
with this lesson: 2 Corinthians 3:6-18; 
Hebrews 8:6-13; 10: 14-22. 

When the Lord Jesus instituted the 
Lord’s Supper, He said of the cup: 
“For this is my blood of the new tes- 
tament [or covenant], which is shed 
for many for the remission of sins.” 
‘It is because of that blood that God 
can righteously forgive Israel’s iniquity 
and remember their sins no more—as 
well as ours. 

“There is therefore now no condem- 
nation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus .. .” (Rom. 8:1).—Because of 
that blood of the New Covenant, all 
who believe in Him who shed it and 
then arose for our justification are 
sheltered. They are in Him where there 
is no condemnation and no separation! 
Praise Him! 

Wawona, CALIF. 





Say, Fellows,— 
By W. Wyeth Willard 


AY, fellows, did you ever hear tell 

of the loving and kind old man who 
was very fond of boys? One day, 
while he was walking down the street, 
he saw a young fellow approaching 
him. He reached into his pocket and 
pulled out a big, red, juicy apple, and 
held it out in a generous offer to the 
lad. 

The boy took it greedily, but said 
nothing. A passer-by, seeing the deed 
of kindness unacknowledged, said to 
the lad, “What do you say, young fel- 
low?” + 

The boy held the apple in his out- 
stretched hand toward the kind old 
man, and blurted out, “Here, peel it, 
mister!” 

This, in a nutshell, portrays God’s 
love for mankind, and how human be- 
ings fail to appreciate His kindness. 
He loves us with an everlasting love. 
Yet in place of thanksgiving and praise, 
man makes further demands for more 
favors. 

Today’s subject is: “God’s Covenant 
of Love.” Fellows, the word “cove- 
nant” means “contract.” So the subject 
might well read “God’s Contract of 
Love.” And a contract involves two or 
more persons—such as the marriage 
contract between a man and a woman, 
“to love and to cherish ‘till death us 
do part.” In a contract, both parties 
are bound to do or to refrain from do- 
ing something. 
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In God’s covenant with mankind, He 
promises to love His creatures. As a 
result, those whom He made in His 
image promise to love and serve Him. 
According to the Memory Verse, God 
loves mankind with an everlasting love 
(Jer. 31:2, 3). This means as far as 
time is concerned, a love that extends 
into the ages of the ages, forever and 
ever, love without end. 


What does God’s love to us mean? 
Here are three words which partially 
reveal His love. Because He loved us: 
(1) God saves. (2) God keeps. (3) 
God rewards. 


First, God saves. The word “to save” 
in the Bible means not only the future 
life, which God freely gives to all who 
call upon Him and fulfill the conditions 
of salvation, but also this present life. 
For example, a fellow who was at a 
Christian camp this summer was saved 
from “a peck of trouble’”—so his mother 
wrote me. The gang he traveled with 
stoned a vacant house at a beach re- 
sort and also smashed some windows 
in a passing train. The police hauled 
the boys into court, but not the boy in 
question. He was “saved” by the fact 
that he was having fun at a Christian 
camp. God saves us forever through 
Christ. But by His love He saves us 
here and now from lives of sin and the 
consequences of sin. 

Second, God keeps. “The Lord shall 
preserve thee from all evil: he shall 
preserve thy soul. The Lord shall pre- 
serve thy going out and thy coming in 
from this time forth, and even for ever- 
more” (Psa. 121:7, 8). 

In other words, the Lord is not going 
to save us and then let us fend for our- 
selves. He will not convert us and then 
desert us. He will not love us and 
then leave us. He will watch over us 
as a good shepherd watches his sheep. 

Third, God shows His love by re- 
warding us. “For the wages of sin is 
death; but the gift of God is eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord” 
(Rom. 6:23). “For the Son of man 
shall come in the glory of his Father 
with his angels; and then he shall re- 
ward every man according to his works” 
(Matt. 16:27). Some will receive great 
reward, and others, who have barely 
got into Heaven, will have little. New- 
ton’s law of action and reaction will 
be in effect. “For every deed or action, 
there is an equal and opposite reaction.” 

Since God loves us with an everlast- 
ing love, how can human beings demon- 
strate a love for God? Perhaps by the 
following: (1) Acceptance. (2) Com- 
mitment. (3) Action. 

First, we love God, if we accept 
Him. “Behold, I stand at the door, and 
knock” (Rev. 3:20). That means that 
if we love God, we let Jesus Christ 
into our hearts and lives. It means 
we accept God’s Word, the Bible, as 
our “only infallible rule of faith and 
practice.” It means that we accept the 
will or wish of God for our lives. 

Second, we love God if we dedicate 
ourselves to Him. This means exactly 
what Isaiah said when he saw the 
Heavenly vision. “Here am I; send 
me” (Isa. 6:8). By commitment we 


volunteer to serve in the army of the 
Lord. We sing, 
Take my life, and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 

Strange to say, many appear to have 
accepted the Gospel of God’s love with- 
out committing themselves to it. They 
believe, but Jesus is not yet their Lord, 

Third, we love God if we go into 
total action for Him. Fellows, a per- 
son can (1) believe, and (2) commit or 
dedicate, without (3) doing anything, 
For example, a “saint” can sit in his 
rocking chair, read the Bible, and sing 
Gospel choruses, while those about him 
are perishing without Christ. If we 
love God we will be busy doing some- 
thing for Him. This does not mean 
that we are endeavoring to earn our 
salvation. But it does mean seeking 
to carry out the great commission—to 
spread the Gospel in all the world. 
It does not mean “doing good” so that 
we can be saved, but “doing good” be- 
cause we have been saved. Even as 
“Jesus ... went about doing good” (Acts 
10: 38). 

Yes, God’s love will not fail. It goes 
from the ages into the ages. As a re- 
action, our love for God should not 
fail. “We love him, because he first 
loved us” (1 John 4:19). 

If our hearts are right, our lives will 
be like a great big mirror—reflecting 
the love of God to us back to Him, 
and then toward our fellow men. May 
God make us mirrors of His love! 


WALTHAM, Mass. 





My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


UR lesson today is about the meas- 
ureless love of God as revealed in 
Jeremiah 31 and Romans 8. 

Dr. Fridtjof Nansen, a great Nor- 
wegian explorer of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, found something too deep for him 
to fathom. He was engaged by the 
Bergen Museum to explore and collect 
for them. He was the first to cross the 
icecap of Greenland, traveling from the 
east coast to the west. He designed a 
boat that he hoped would cross the 
North Pole without being crushed by 
ice packs, as other exploring vessels 
had been. His ship was not crushed. 
Instead, it drifted with the ice packs, 
but it did not cross the North. Pole. 
Dr. Nansen started for the pole by land, 
but had to turn back to his ship be- 
cause he did not have enough dogs. 

This explorer traveled with long 
measuring lines on his ship, to measure 
the depth of the sea. One day his line 
could not reach bottom, so he recorded 
the length of his line, adding, “At this 
point the ocean is deeper than that.” 
The next day he tied two lines together, 
but again failed to reach bottom! The 
third day he fastened all of his lines 
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MAIN CAMPUS WITH NEW STUDENT DORMITORY UNDER CONSTRUCTION 





10 Years Later 


THE “MIRACLE DOLLAR” STORY 


10 YEARS AGO... 


... TIME Magazine told the story of the “Miracle Dollar,” 
how the margin of a single dollar enabled Providence Bible 
Institute to win its competition with the Order of the Brothers 
of the Sacred Heart of New England for purchase of the 
former Edgewood Junior College property at Barrington, 
Rhode Island. 


THE PRAYERS OF THOUSANDS... 


... All over the world were answered. In the years since 
1950, the Institute has received full recognition as Barring- 
ton College and today telis its own compelling story in its 
community and across the world through its graduates. 


THE NEXT 10 YEARS... 


... Will be decisive! We've termed it our “Decade of Expan- 
sion’—our first major project is a beautiful new dormitory 
now under construction on our 110-acre campus. 


AS GOD LEADS... 


. . . Barrington College moves forward. First phase of this 
important building program will cost $700,001. At this 
moment, we have raised $500,000, leaving a goal of 
$200,001 to be met by February 1! 





THIS IS THE PICTURE 


Building program—first phase $700,001 
Cash and pledges to date 500,000 
Cash gifts needed by February 1 $200,001 


We must receive $200,001 in these few crucial days 
remaining before February 1. Time is short. Barrington 
College must go forward. By God's grace, we will suc- 
ceed! We appeal for gifts of large denominations—$500, 
$1,000, and more—but dollars, even ONE dollar, will 


greatly help. 











AS GOD LEADS. . . ANOTHER CHAPTER IN THE “MIRACLE DOLLAR” STORY UNFOLDS. 


BARRINGTON COLLEGE 


FORMERLY PROVIDENCE BIBLE INSTITUTE 


100 STATE STREET 
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THE 
NEWSPAPER 
IS THEIR 
BIBLE! 


A Sunday-morning hush descends 
over the congregation in a small Ortho- 
dox chapel in a rural Greek village. 
There is no priest—they have been 
without one for a long time—but to- 
day’s service is going to be most un- 
usual. The presiding village elder is 
going to read to them from the news- 
paper! An advertisement, of all things! 
Yet nobody is shocked, for this is the 
weekly Gospel message of Spiros Zod- 
hiates, placed in the local paper by the 
American Mission to Greeks. It tells 
the old, old story of personal redemp- 
tion in Christ—a story that is new to 
these people. Few of them have ever 
had a Bible in modern Greek. And yet 
this is the land to which Paul was beck- 
oned by the “man of Macedonia” and 
in which he established the first centers 
of the apostolic faith. 








Week after week, in every village 
and city in Greece, men, women and 
children are reading the good news of 
salvation through faith in Christ, and 
making this a reality in their lives. The 
AMG has undertaken newspaper evan- 
gelism on a nation-wide scale. In no 
other country in the world has the Gos- 
pel ever been printed in 90 per cent of 
all secular newspapers—mostly on the 
front page, and amazingly, in the com- 
munist press as well. 


It would take many years, and 
thousands of missionaries, to reach the 
same number of people. Yet AMG is 
bringing the people of Greece a fresh 
Gospel message every week at a frac- 
tion of the cost of such a missionary 
program. Surely this is one of the most 
economical and rewarding methods 
possible to reach a nation quickly with 
the Gospel. Everyone in Greece reads 
his local newspaper (2 to 12 pages)— 
and they read all of it. (No television 
or radio competition—most people are 
too poor!) We can safely say that the 
Gospel is being read from one end of 
the land to another, every week of the 
year, by thousands who would other- 
wise never hear it — from King to 
peasant. 


For the continuance of this great 
ministry to a whole nation, we need 
your help. Here is your unique oppor- 
tunity to preach weekly to 50,000 peo- 
ple or reach 70 villages in Greece with 
only a dollar. Where could your gift 
bring so much blessing at so little cost? 
We invite you to share generously in 
this unique and unprecedented evan- 
gelistic opportunity. To become a reg- 
ular prayer partner write for the beau- 
tiful picture folder with twelve monthly 
addressed envelopes. 


REV. SPIROS ZODHIATES 
General Secretary 
AMERICAN MISSION TO GREEKS, Inc., Dept. S$ 
P. O. Box 423 New York 36, N. Y. 
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together, but still did not reach bot- 
tom! He could not record the ocean’s 
depth at this place. He told how many 
thousand feet his lines reached down, 
and then wrote, “The ocean here is 
deeper than that.” We know that the 
ocean is in some places more than six 
miles deep! 

No matter how much we want to be 
loved, God’s love is “Deeper than that.” 
No one, not even the great Apostle 
Paul, has ever been able to fathom the 
depths of God’s love. 

The first part of today’s lesson shows 
God’s love for Israel. Turn to Jere- 
miah 31 and read verses 3-7. How it 
must have thrilled the godly Israelites 
to hear, “Yea, I have loved thee with 
an everlasting love: therefore with lov- 
ingkindness have I drawn thee.” Al- 
though these beautiful words were ad- 
dressed to God’s earthly people, they 
are also true of each of us, as we shall 
see. 

In these verses we have just read, 
what promises did God make to Israel? 
(Israel would be rebuilt. The people 
would plant vines and later eat the 
fruit. Some day other nations would 
go to Zion to worship Israel’s God.) 
When that day comes, people will praise 


“the Lord and sing for gladness. 


Next read verses 31, 32 of the same 
chapter. Here we learn of the New 
Covenant God will make with Israel. 
What happened to the Old Covenant? 
(The Israelites broke it.) True. 

Read verses 33, 34 to see what God 
promised in the New Covenant. (To 
write His law in their hearts; to be 
their God; to cause all to know Him; 
to forgive all their sins.) And the 
wonderful thing is that this New Cov- 
enant never can be broken! Verses 
35, 36 assure this. God’s Covenant with 
Israel is as certain to be kept, as surely 
as day follows night. 

Now turn to Romans 8:1, 2, where 
we find blessing for the Gentiles. God 
loved us even when we were dead in 
sins and willingly gave His Son to 
atone for our sins. The Son of God 
loved us and gave Himself for us. Be- 
cause of this, those who are “in Christ 
Jesus” are free from the penalty of 
sin. That is what verse 1 means. Verse 
2 shows that we have also been freed 
from the power of sin. This chapter 
tells of many wonderful things that 
God has done for us because of His 
great love. He has made us His chil- 
dren, joint heirs with His Son. He has 
given us His Holy Spirit. He has prom- 
ised that all things will work together 
for our good, if we love God. How 
great is His love! 

And best of all, His love will last 
forever! Nothing can separate us from 
it. Now we will read together the last 
two verses of this chapter, beginning, 
“For I am persuaded.” Then each of 
you can read a word or two of the rest 
of verse 38 and the first part of verse 
39. Each of you read just what is be- 
tween two commas. Then we will all 
read the last part of verse 39 together, 
starting with the words “shall be able.” 
That was well done for a first practice. 
Let us read these two verses again in 





the same way. As we reread these 
verses, let us think about the 
named which are not able to separate 
us from God’s love. 

The more often we think of the 
heights and depths of our Saviour’ 
love, the better and happier we will be. 

Because God’s love is so great, we 
should be careful not to grieve Him, 
We will close by memorizing No. 8 on 
our Scripture Catechism card: “Grieve 
not the holy Spirit of God, whereby 
ye are sealed unto the day of redemp. 
tion” (Eph. 4:30). 

FERNDALE, WASH. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 

God’s Wonderful Love 
(Jer. 31:2a, Sbc, 7; Luke 1:67, 68, 76-79) 
SE one of the psalms _ recently 
studied to open each class session, 
unless they are used in the meeting of 
the whole school or department. Dif- 
ferent class members may be appointed 
to choose the psalm beforehand, plan 
for the manner of presentation—whether 
unison or antiphonal or with solo and 
chorus parts—and lead in the reading. 
Or the teacher may prefer to choose a 
psalm in keeping with the theme of 
the day’s lesson. Today it might be 
Psalm 117 with its words, “His merci- 
ful kindness is great toward us: and 
the truth of the Lord endureth for 


ever,” or Psalm 136:1-9, 26 with its 
refrain “for his mercy endureth for 
ever.” 


To introduce the new lesson, display 
a broken doll, worn-out football, or a 
game with parts missing. One Christ- 
mas (or last Christmas, if it is true) 
this was new, and so fine! (Tell in 
detail of the pleasure which the article 
gave for a time.) But now it is thrown 
away, and no good. And the clothes 
you received last Christmas! Are they 
still new and good? So many things 
do not last! 

But there are things that last—and 
never wear out! ‘Mother’s love! The 
doll is gone, but there may be another 
one this Christmas because Mother's 
love goes on and on and on. Father's 
care! He bought the football. This 
Christmas it may be something else 
his never-failing kindness provides for 
his boy. And food and clothes and 
home, every day all the year, year after 
year! 

Yes, there are things that never wear 
out—never! The Bible tells some of 
them in the Psalm-songs we know (198: 
9; 23:6; 117:2; 121:8; 136:1). 

Are there other poems in the Bible 
besides the Psalm-songs? Yes, many. 
There is one from Prophet Jeremiah 
that tells another of the everlasting, 
never-wear-out things about God (Jer. 
31:2a, 3bce, 7). This poem is about 
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God’s love for Israel. How many times 
can you think of when He showed that 
love to them? (Recall experiences con- 
nected with leaving Egypt, deliverance 
under David and Hezekiah—especially 
the last lesson—and the return to Pal- 
estine.) 

If God took such good care of Israel’s 
last-only-a-few-years bodies, would not 
His everlasting love want to take care 
of their never-die, everlasting spirits? 
Would He not save their souls from 
sin and Satan and the dark awfulness 
of hell? A New Testament poem tells 
about that—a poem about two babies. 
I wonder if you know who the poet is, 
and wko the two babies are (Luke 1: 
67, 68, 76-79. Use pictures of the two 
children, either together or in their re- 
spective families, and tell something of 
the miraculous circumstances of the 
baby John’s birth.) At the time the 
Holy Spirit gave Father Zacharias this 
poem about the babies, the baby Jesus 
was not yet born. Let us read the 
poem again, and see if you can tell 
what Zacharias meant by his poem-pic- 
tures, and how they came true. (Ex- 
plain the figures of speech, and the 
work of John the Baptist in preparing 
for the Lord. Pictures of John preach- 
ing and baptizing will be helpful.) 

Does God’s love still go on today? 
For Israel? For us? Has He shown 
you His love in some special way lately? 
“Thus saith the Lord, .. . I have loved 
thee with an everlasting love” (Jer. 
31:2, 3, Memory Verse). The endless 
form of a wreath is an appropriate 
symbol. Using a large leaf pattern, 
make enough green leaves for each 
word of the Memory Verse. Lay them 
end to end to form a wreath, and 
staple together. From red paper cut a 
bow for the reference. Each pupil may 
letter a word of the verse on the ap- 
propriate leaf. Use the wreath as part 
of the Christmas decorations for the 
month, or as a gift. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OD loves us. God loves you. He 

loved you long before you were 
ever born. Right from the very begin- 
ning, God knew that some day you 
would be born and He loved you then. 
Hundreds of years ago (606 B.C.) Jere- 
miah the prophet wrote these words 
spoken by God, “I have loved thee 
with an everlasting love” (31:3). God 
loves us forever and forever and for- 
ever. 

The Lord Jesus loves us. He was 
with God the Father in Heaven right 
from the beginning. Then one day 
He came to earth. He left all the glories 
and wonders of beautiful Heaven and 
came to live and to die. Why? Because 
He loves us. 


Not very long before the Lord Jesus 
was born, another baby was born. His 
name was John. Later he became 
known as John the Baptist. - John’s 
father had a name that was unusual— 
Zacharias. Let us say that name to- 
gether. While Zacharias was delighted 
to have a son, he did not talk, as we 
would expect, a great deal about his 
son. But Zacharias did speak of the 
Son of God who would come. And the 
reason for that was that John was to 
be the one who would go to the people 
to tell them that the Son of God had 
come to the earth. 

Everyone had been waiting for the 
coming of the Son of God. God had 
promised that He would come. And 
His people were eager for His coming. 
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confidence of thousands of Negroes; 
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doctrine to our brethren of a minority 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL PERSONNEL — For 
definite help in Soul- Winning obtain 
HANDBOOK ON CHILDREN’S EVAN- 
GELISM (Lionel A. Hunt) from Moody 
Press or Bible bookstores, 39c. 


Save Money on 


CHRISTMAS GIFTS 


Top quality line of ladies nylon hosiery, support 
stockings, underwear, slipper sox and leotard tights 
for Mothers and Daughters. We pay postage. - 
scriptive literature FREE. 
Send name and address to 
TEXTILES by CONFIDENCE 
Lake Ariel, Penna. 


af ROBERT HARKNESS 


TEACH YOU 















1. EVANGELISTIC HYMN-PLAYING 

For those who can already play. 

EIGHTY Musically-illustrated Lessons. Teaches 

TWELVE MUSICAL subjects—including TEN 

practical Accompaniment Methods, in Chords, 

Octaves, Runs, Trills, Chime Forms, etc. 

2. BEGINNERS HYMN-PLAYING 
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to learn to play hymns and Gospel songs. 

FIFTY Musically -illustrated lessons. Original 

HARKNESS Keyboard Charts. Children study 
under home supervision. 


OVER TWELVE THOUSAND STUDENTS 
Send for free details to: 


ROBERT HARKNESS 


20 N. Raymond Ave. ¢ Pasadena 1, Calif. 
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Surely the news must have traveled 
when Zacharias (who was a priest) said 
of his son, John, “Thou, child, shalt be 
called the prophet of the Highest: for 
thou shalt go before the face of the 
Lord to prepare his ways; to give 
knowledge of salvation unto his people 
by the remission of their sins. . . . To 
give light to them that sit in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, to guide 
our feet into the way of peace” (Luke 
1:76, 77, 79). (Teacher would do well 
to read these verses from the Amplified 
New Testament.) 

Zacharias also mentioned the reason 
that God’s Son would be _ born: 
“Through the tender mercy of our God.” 
“Tender mercy” means His kindness 
and everlasting love. That is why God 
would send His Son—because He loves 
us forever and forever. 

John did exactly as his father said 
(prophesied) he would do. He went 
throughout the land telling God’s peo- 
ple that God’s Son would soon come. 
He caused them to see what dreadful 
sinners they were. Through his preach- 
ing many were sorry for their sin and 
asked God’s forgiveness. The more they 
heard John preach, the more eager they 
were to see and hear the Son of God. 
Through all of this month we will be 
thinking and singing of the coming of 
God’s Son on that first Christmas. As 
Zacharias said, the Lord Jesus, “the 
light of the world,” came “to give light 
to them that sit in darkness”—the dark- 
ness of sin. 


Some time after the Lord Jesus came 
and lived and died and rose again and 
went back to Heaven, the Apostle Paul 
wrote that those who truly believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ would not be 
punished for their sin (Rom. 8:1). They 
are free from that. Why? Because 
God loves us forever and forever. 


So that we need never doubt God’s 
everlasting love, His Word tells us that 
there is absolutely nothing that can 
separate us from it (Rom. 8:38, 39). 
Death cannot separate us from God’s 
love. No power can separate us from 
God’s love. Nothing, nothing, nothing 
can separate us from it—not if we have 
believed in and received the Lord Jesus 
Christ as Saviour. Have you received 
Him? You can, right this minute. Re- 
member! God loves you. 


The Christmas hymn, “Hark the Herald An- 
gels Sing,”’ is a good one to teach this month. 
It is beautifully illustrated and is available from 
Bible Visuals, Inc., Box 93, Millersville, Pa. 
Price $1.25 including postage. 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
ye 


Men think the way to be feared is 
to hector and threaten, which makes 
them feared by fools only, but de- 
spised by the wise and good; whereas 
the way to be both feared and loved, 
feared by those to whom we would 
wish to be a terror and loved by those 
to whom we would wish to be a delight, 
is to behave ourselves wisely. Wisdom 
makes the face to shine and commands 
respect.—Matthew Henry. 





The Illustration Round Table 
Rules for submitting illustrations for this 


department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1961 
~~ be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address, 
Light in a Dark Place.—For I am 

persuaded, that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate. us 
from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom. 8:38, 39, 
Golden Text). The noble missionary 
Moffat tells a beautiful incident. He 
says, “In one of my early journeys I 
came with my companions to a heathen 
village on the banks of the Orange 
River. We had traveled far, and were 
hungry, thirsty, fatigued; but the peo- 
ple of the village rather roughly di- 
rected us to halt at a distance. We 
asked for water, but they would not 
supply it. I offered the three or four 
buttons left on my jacket for a drink 
of milk, but was refused. We had the 
prospect of another hungry night, at a 
distance from water, though within 
sight of the river. When twilight came 
on, a woman approached from the 
height beyond which the village lay. 
She bore on her head a bundle of 
wood and had a vessel of milk in her 
hand. The latter, without opening her 
lips, she handed to us, laid down the 
wood, and returned to the village. A 
second time she came with a cooking 
vessel on her head and a leg of mutton 
in one hand and water in the other. 
She sat down without saying a word, 
prepared the fire, and put on the meat. 
She remained silent until we affection- 
ately entreated her to give a reason 
for such unlooked-for kindness to 
strangers. Then the tears rolled down 
her cheeks, and she replied: ‘I love 
Him whose you are, and surely it is my 


duty to give you a cup of cold water in: 


His name. My heart is full, therefore 








This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 912) 
1. By His loving-kindness (Jer. 31:3). 
2. God (Jer. 31:4). 
3. With Israel and Judah. 
4. A conditional covenant. 
5. The New Covenant will be un- 
conditional. 
6. In the inward parts. 
7. To those who are in Christ Jesus 
(Rom. 8:1). 
8. The law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus. 
9. Christ (Heb. 8:6). 
10. By the blood of Christ. 
West Pam BEACH, FLA. 
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I can’t speak the joy I feel at seeing 
you in this out-of-the-way place.’ On 
learning a little of her history, and 
that she was a solitary light burning 
in a dark place, I asked her how she 
kept up the light of God in the entire 
absence of the communion of saints. 
She drew from her bosom a copy of 
the Dutch New Testament, which she 
had received from Mr. Helm when in 
his school some years before. ‘This,’ 
said she, ‘is the fountain from whence 
I drink; this is the oil that makes my 
lamp burn.’ I looked at the precious 
relic printed by the British and For- 
eign Bible Society, and the reader may 
conceive my joy while we mingled our 
prayers and sympathies together at the 
throne of our Heavenly Father.”—From 
The Christian Alliance. Sent by Martin 
M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


Drastic Solution—I have loved thee 
with an everlasting love (Jer. 31:3). 
A minister was doing his pastoral round 
one afternoon when he found in one 
home a woman in deep depression of 
spirit. The baby in her arms was 
querulous, her husband was unwell, 
and she was worried about him, and 
little Mary was in the hospital. Every- 
thing, seemingly; was wrong. She felt 
that God had forsaken her. “So the 
baby’s a nuisance, is he, now that he’s 
teething?” said the minister. “Yes,” she 
replied. “Then why don’t you get rid 
of him?” he asked. “Here, I’ll open 
the door, and then you can throw him 
out.” “Of course I won't,” she said, 
looking shocked at the suggestion. 
“Well, for what price would you do it?” 


he asked. “Not for all the money in 
the world,” she answered. “And do 
you think,” said the minister, “that 


you love your baby more than God 
loves you? Can’t you trust Him to 
carry you through your troubles until 
all is well with you and yours again?” 
And with a smile, she answered, “Why 
of course,” and the smile was remain- 
ing on her face when he departed. 
—From the Methodist Recorder. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. Prize 
illustration. 


Strong Bridge—Again I will build 
thee, and thou shalt be built (Jer. 31: 
4). Kipling in his volume, “The Bridges 
of India,” tells of an incident that oc- 
curred when one of the great bridges 
was being built across the Ganges. The 
rain had produced a flooded condition; 
and when the roar of rushing waters 
was heard in the distance, all hands 
were called from the structure. The 
moments that followed were breath- 
less in suspense. The reputation of the 
contractor was /in the balance. Soon 
the great body of water struck the 
finished bridge and submerged it. Then 
it reappeared from amidst the foam, 
intact. The workers shouted with ec- 
Static joy, “She stands! she stands!” 
In like manner the many waters could 
hot quench His love, neither could the 
floods drown it—From the Bible Stu- 
dent. Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, 
Sunbury, Pa. 


Prayer Is Praise.—Praise ye, and say, 
O Lord, save thy people (Jer. 31:7). 





We spread the sails of prayer and fly 
the flag of praise. To praise God with- 
out praying to him would be impossible. 
To pray to God without praising him 
would be ungrateful. Praise takes in 
a cargo of gold for the King of kings; 
and prayer stokes the fires to make the 
good ship steam toward the royal city. 
Keep to this throughout all the watches: 
pray and praise and when you want 
a change, praise and pray. Keep the 
boat of the soul going with these two 
oars, praise and prayer.—From C. H. 
Spurgeon’s sermon on God in Heaven 
and Men on the Sea. Sent by Elisa- 
beth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Ascending Scale.—I will make a new 
covenant (Jer. 31:31). God’s promises 
are ever on. the ascending scale. One 
leads up to another fuller and more 
blessed than itself—From F. B. Meyer. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


No Head Trouble.—After those days, 
saith the Lord, I will put my law in 
their inward parts, and write it in their 
hearts (Jer. 31:33). Some years ago, 
says a contemporary, an outstanding 
lawyer stated to an evangelical clergy- 
man that he would become a Christian 
if it were not for the fact that he could 
not accept the resurrection of Christ. 
Asked if he would believe if the truth 
of the Saviour’s rising again from the 
tomb were demonstrated clearly to him, 
he signified his willingness. The min- 
ister, after special research, produced 
abundant evidence of the reality of the 
resurrection, and with it he again ap- 
proached the lawyer. The latter 
studied it carefully for some time, and 
later declared to his friend: “Sir, I am 
convinced that Jesus Christ rose from 
the dead, as taught by the Scriptures 
and demonstrated by the facts you 
have adduced.” Hopefully the minister 


said, “Then you have become a Chris- 
tian?” To which the answer came: 
“No. I find that the trouble was not 


with my head, but with my will.”— 
From the Alliance Weekly. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


Right Beginning and Ending.—There 
is therefore now no condemnation to 
them which are in Christ Jesus ... 
(Rom. 8:1). My mother’s favorite chap- 
ter in the Bible was the eighth of Ro- 
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mans. She used to say, “It is first with 
me for two-reasons. It begins with 
no condemnation in Christ, and it closes 
with no separation from Christ.”—From 
United Presbyterian. Sent by B. M. 
Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


we 


European Christian Fellowship 


Tour 


HE popularity of Christian Fellow- 
ship Tours demands one to Europe 
for the spring of 1961. An unusually 
attractive European tour has been ar- 
ranged, leaving New York on the SS. 
Liberte, of the French Line, on May 
1lth and returning to New York on the 
same ship forty-nine days later. The 
tour includes visits to England, Bel- 
gium, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, 
Italy, and _ France. Comprehensive 
sightseeing tours are included in many 
historic cities in all of these countries. 
The tour party is limited to thirty- 
two. It is therefore necessary to reg- 
ister early to insure accommodation. 
An informative, illustrated itinerary is 
available to those who have interest in 
this travel vacation of a lifetime. The 
tour has been arranged through the 
Travel Bureau of the Philadelphia Na- 
tional Bank. Send your request for the 
itinerary to the tour director, Harry 


J. Jaeger, The Sunday School Times Co., . 


325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


Who Created God? 
(Continued from page 904) 


whether they be thrones, or dominions, 
or principalities, or powers: all things 
were created by him, and for him: 
and he is before all things, and by him 
all things consist [hang together].” 

However, the Scriptures do not set 
out to prove or explain the existence 
of God. They flatly state that God is, 
that He is self-existent (Exod. 3:13-15; 
Acts 17:24, 25; Rom. 11:35, 36; Rev. 
1:8, 11); that He is eternal (Gen. 21: 
33; Deut. 32:40; 33:27; Psa. 9:7; 90:2; 93:2; 
102:12; 103:14-17; 135:13; Isa. 41:4; 48: 
12; Jer. 10:10; Lam. 5:19; Dan. 4:3, 
34; 1 Tim. 6:15, 16; 2 Pet. 3:8; Rev. 1:4, 
8); that He is Infinite (1 Kings 8:27; 
Isa. 43:10); that He is unsearchable 
(Job 11:7-9; 26:14; 36:26; 37:23; Psa. 
77:19; 139:5, 6; 145:3; Isa. 40:28; Rom. 
11:33, 34). 

It would appear that the inquirer 
mentioned by this Swedish reader is 
not a believer, since he refers to “you 
Christian people,” otherwise any at- 
tempt to prove God’s existence should 
appear to him to be unnatural and un- 
called for. He does not require proof 
for his own existence or for the 
existence of material things that he rec- 
ognizes by means of his senses. Further- 
more, the Scriptures state plainly that 
“the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God: for they 
are foolishness unto him: neither can 


he know them, because they are spir. 


itually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14). Until 
this inquirer is ready to accept the 
Bible as the Word of God and to re. 
ceive the Lord Jesus Christ into his 
heart as his Saviour, he will not be 
able to understand spiritual things. The 
Lord said to Nicodemus, “If I have told 
you earthly things, and ye believe not, 
how shall ye believe, if I tell you of 
heavenly things?” (John 3:12.) All of 
man’s speculations and arguments con- 
cerning God and all of his attempts to 
prove the existence of God apart from 
the Scriptures will get him nowhere, 
All that we know about God apart 
from the evidences of His handiwork 
in Creation we learn through revelation 
in the Scriptures, and, until we are 
willing to receive and believe what 
He has revealed concerning Himself in 
His Word, man cannot hope to be con- 
vinced concerning God’s existence and 
His attributes. 


we 


The Church Must First Repent 
(Continued from page 904) 


superficial and imitation “revival.” A 
certain number of meetings can be held, 
songs sung, sermons preached, new 
members received, and most church 
people will settle for that and call it a 
revival. A church can thus “grow,” 
build more buildings, take in more 
members, put on more meetings, raise 
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Announcing a winter cruise 1961 
West Indies - South America 


The sunDAY SCHOOL TIMES will sponsor a 
Christian Fellowship winTER CRUISE-TOUR 
on the Canadian Pacific SS EMPRESS OF 
ENGLAND leaving New York January 30, 
1961. The cruise will be for 17 days and 
include calls at St. Thomas, Fort-de-France, 
La Guaira, Curagao, Cartagena, Cristobal, 
Kingston, and Port-au-Prince. Sight-seeing 


oe 








throughout. 


arrangements will be completed for this 
group at the Ports of Call. Mr. Harry J. 
Jaeger, a Director of the Sunday School 
Times will conduct this group. Mr. and 
Mrs. Jaeger will accompany the tour 


Write for itinerary and rates: Sunday 
School Times Co., Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Penna. 
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more money, and most of the congre- 
gation will say, “What more could you 
ask? We are rich, increased with goods, 
and have need of nothing.” It is pos- 
sible for a church to enjoy an American 
type of prosperity and progress through 
promotion, without assistance from the 

Holy Spirit. Even to suggest that a 
week of meetings resulting in a fair in- 
gathering of additions is not a church 
revival would be rankest heresy to 
many a church worker. The tragedy is 
that we settle for something good when 
we might have the best. And if the 
“good” becomes a substitute for the 
best and prevents our attaining it, it 
becomes a peril. 

This writer has spent twenty years 
devoted to church revival. He has been 
amazed at the blind spot in the eyes 
of so many, even religious leaders, on 
the need for such revival. And yet 
he is convinced that it is not ignorance 
of the need on the part of most, but 
an unwillingness to do something about 
it that lies at the bottom of our trouble. 
Hardly a day passes in which some 
sermon or religious periodical does not 
bemoan the low grade of Christianity 
now prevalent, how much we need to 
put quality above quantity, sort above 
size. All are pretty well agreed that 
most of present-day Christianity is a 
performance instead of an experience, 
that “the greatest mission field is the 
membership of the average church.” 
But who is willing to pay the price in 
prayer, plain preaching, repentance, 
making things right, renunciation of 
the world, and obedience to Jesus as 
Lord? 

At any rate, this is the biggest piece 
of business, not unfinished business but 
business not even begun, on our agenda 
today. The revival of the church re- 
sulting in winning the lost and mov- 
ing the community for God, that is 
the major task before us. How is it 
done? To use Dr. Torrey’s words: “Let 
a few members of any church get 
thoroughly right with God.” That is 
the first step, and there is no use in 
doing anything else until that is done. 
Then let that few band themselves to- 
gether to pray and work and witness 
and win others—fellow Christians and 
unsaved. The trouble is, we get nerv- 
ous and start majoring on “prospects” 
before the present church membership 
has been dealt with. Thus the revival 
dies before it is born. 

Are we afraid to stop the wheels of 
our massive church machinery long 
enough to have a revival? Are we 
afraid some other religious body will 
get ahead of us numerically while we 
regroup our forces? Are we afraid to 
stop chopping wood long enough to 
sharpen the ax? Are we afraid of crit- 
icism, unpopularity, loss of worthless 
Members? Are we unwilling to let the 
Holy Spirit take over because He might 
throw much of our plans in the waste- 
basket? This is our biggest business 
and if we are too busy doing more 
and more of less and less to attend to 
it, then we are too busy. Whatever 
else we ought to be doing, the church 
must first repent. 








The Gift of God 
(Continued from page 910) 


you! Now let us thank God for His 
unspeakably great gift of eternal life, 
through our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
(Lights down; “Thank You, Lord,” 
flashes on screen. Leader reads it 
aloud, then school sings:) 

Thank you, Lord, for saving my soul; 
Thank you, Lord, for making me whole; 
Thank you, Lord, for giving to me 


Thyj great salvation, so rich and free. 
: —Mr. and Mrs. Seth Sykes 


(Lights up.) 

Leader: What would you think of a 
person who was quite willing to re- 
ceive gifts from others, but who never 
never, wanted to give a gift to some- 
one else? Not very much, would you; 
and no wonder! When we love some- 
one, we want to make that person 
happy. We want to do things for him, 
to give him something that will please 
him; and if we know of something 
that he especially happens to want, 
we will try our very best to get it for 
him. Now, if we love the Lord Jesus, 
and have received His great gift of 
eternal life, we will want to give Him 
a gift—to do something that will 
make Him happy this Christmastide. 
Is there anything that we can give 
that will make the Lord Jesus Christ 
glad today? Yes, there is—just one 
thing. God has told us that there is 
one thing that Jesus wants from each 
one of us. He says to you and to me, 
“My son [for My daughter], give me 
thine heart.” It is not enough just to 
receive His wonderful gift this Christ- 
mas Sunday. Let us also give Him 
our gifts—the only things that He 
wants from us—our hearts, our wills, 
and our lives. 

(Lights down: second verse of “Thank 
You, Lord,” on screen. Leader reads 
words aloud slowly; then school 
sings:) 

Take my heart, and make it Thine own; 
Take my life, and reign there alone; 


All I have, Lord Jesus, I bring, 
Gladly to give Thee, my Lord and King! 


(Lights up.) 

Leader: Because we love the Lord 
Jesus, we must also love other people. 
To show our love to those who are less 
fortunate than we, today we bring 
our white gifts, which are to be used 
to help those who are needy. As we 
lay them about the tree, may they 
be symbols, or signs, of the greater 
gifts that we have received from God 
and given back to Him today—His 
gift of eternal life to us, and our gifts 
of our hearts and our lives to Him. 
(Lights down. Theme picture is 
flashed on screen, with theme text. 
As school files past tree (or altar), 
laying white gifts about it, the verses 
change one by one until all the texts 
of the service have been seen, and 
screen contains only the two verses of 
“Thank You, Lord.” During this time, 
the theme music is played softly, but 
clearly enough so that the words can 
be heard as they are sung softly by 
the school. In _ conclusion, school 


stands for closing prayer, then files 
out to the music of 
Lord,”—piano.) 


“Thank You, 
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(This service takes a full 45 minutes; 
if solos or other musical numbers are 
fairly lengthy, allow closer to an hour. 
If it is rushed, its emphasis is entirely 
lost.) 

TORONTO, ONT., CAN. 
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Scripture Art Calendars for 1961 


HE attractive and helpful Scrip- 

ture Art Calendars for 1961 are 
now ready. The special features of these 
calendars make them desirable not only 
for use in the home but also for the 
Sunday school and church. Daily Scrip- 
ture readings that follow the selections 
of the American Bible Society encour- 
age regular Bible reading. Devotional 
readings for each week, Bible verses 
for each day of the year, and memory 
selections help one to increase his fa- 
miliarity with the whole Word of God. 
Titles and Scripture references are 
given each week for the International 
Uniform Lessons. 

Sundays and holidays are indicated 
in red, small inserts showing the pre- 
ceding and following months are in- 
cluded with each month, and the phases 
of the moon are given. 

Full-color reproductions of well- 
known paintings illustrating incidents 
from the New Testament are the out- 
standing feature of the _ calendars. 
Teachers will find these helpful in 
making stories from the life of Jesus 
vivid and meaningful to their Sunday 
school classes, and many will find the 
calendars to be attractive additions to 
any room of the home because of this 
feature. 

The calendars measure 16” x 10” and 
have a ten-inch metal binding at the 
top, with a cord for hanging. Moder- 
ately priced at 35 cents each; 3 for $1; 
12 for $3.50; 25 for $7; 50 for $12; 100 
for $22; they may be had by sending 
your name and address, along with your 
order, to: The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
Just ask for the 1961 Scripture Art 
Calendar. 
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Trust Christ and Doubt Bible? 
(Continued from page 905) 


tive material furnished him by his own 
spiritual life.”5 

Whatever the Modernist believed 
rested squarely on his own reason and 
inner conviction and not on the histori- 
cal record of the life and work of 
Christ. Thus he insisted that his faith 
was not disturbed, even if the virgin 
birth and bodily resurrection of Christ 
were not true. But it appears that the 
Modernist had substituted his own re- 
ligious ideals for Christian faith. Cer- 
tainly he was not trusting Christ in the 
Scriptural sense of the term. 


5 Quoted in “Fundamentalism versus Mod- 
ernism,’’ compiled by Eldred ©. Vanderlaan. 
(H. W. Wilson Co., New York, 1925, pp. 73, 
74), from “The Christian Century,” March 20, 
1924. 
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Evolution proved to be a poor foun- 
dation for Liberal faith. The horrors 
of two world wars shattered the op- 
timistic belief that every day and in 
every way the world was getting better 
and better. Disappointed Liberals have 
sought to retreat in the direction of 
the Bible view of sin and salvation, 
while shying away from a stand for 
the inspiration and complete accuracy 
of Scripture. Some accept more of the 
Biblical material than others, with the 
result that each Liberal has his own 
definition of Christ and salvation. This 
has produced innumerable blends of 
truth and error as some examples will 
show. 

James H. Nichols boldly rejects the 
idea that Jesus substituted “for us in 
advance in accepting the punishment 
justice required for our sins, so that 
we are washed clean by ‘the blood of 
the lamb.’”6 Refusing at the same 
time forthright Liberal views of the 
older school, he retreats to the vague 
explanation, “Yet in some way God 
won a unique victory over the powers 
of evil through the self-sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ.”7 Is this really the Gospel? 

For H. H. Rowley the Cross is “not 
the price God demanded. It is the 
price I demanded. For no lesser price 
would have won me. Yet it does not 
win merely by its illumination.”8 Thus 
men who reject the accuracy of Scrip- 
ture grope in the dark for an expla- 
nation of the Cross, the central fact of 
our faith. 


The old Modernism, reeking with 
evolutionary self-confidence proudly 
denied the need of the new birth. Man 
was good and getting better. Sin was 
just the unrefined carry-over from our 
animal past, which man would outgrow 
in due time. But the Modernist to- 
day does not scoff at the new birth. 
He says you may be born again. It is 
not essential, but it might help you. 
Someone handed me a mimeographed 
copy of a sermon by a leading min- 
ister of Oklahoma City a couple of 
years ago Significantly titled, “You May 
Be Born Again.” According to this 
source, the new birth is a helpful stage 
of spiritual growth to which some 
Christians have attained and others 
have not. Thus the new Modernism 
is more subtle than the old. 


Ramsay, in “The Christ of The Ear- 
liest Christians,” seems to hold a view 
of Christ almost identical with the 
Scriptural presentation. One cannot 
help but wonder why he pulls up short 
of a forthright stand for the Bible as 
the only safe foundation for Christian 
faith. It is most disturbing to read, 
“Faith in Jesus is based on continuing 
personal experience,” and further down 
the page, “Faith in Jesus, then, does 
not stand or fall with the historical 
accuracy of-every word of the New 
Testament.”9 It seems strange to rest 





6 “A Short Primer for Protestants,’’ by James 


H. Nichols. (Association Press, New York, 
1957, p. 57.) 

7 Ibid. 

8“The Relevance of The Bible,” by H. H. 
Rowley. (New York, MacMillan Oo., 1944, 
p. 182.) 
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as heavily as he does on the Biblical 
record and then to imply that the 
written Word is not completely de- 
pendable or essential as faith’s firm 
foundation. 


We can only conclude that, if a man’s 
knowledge of Christ is true, it is be- 
cause he has leaned entirely on the 
Bible for it. He has trusted the Bible 
whether he admits it or not. 


On the other hand, if he lets his 
doubts concerning the accuracy of 
Scripture lead him to a revision of the 
Biblical account of Christ and salvation, 
he is not trusting Christ at all. 

Some will say that they accept the 
Bible record concerning Christ but not 
on other subjects. Since Christ and 
His redemption form the theme of 
Scripture, how can its accuracy be ac- 
cepted here and rejected on other mat- 
ters? 

We cannot rewrite the Gospel accord- 
ing to our own specifications. In 1 
Corinthians 15:3, 4, the Gospel is twice 
declared to be “according to the scrip- 
tures.” Christian faith is trusting 
Christ as He is presented in the Bible. 

Strangely enough those who claim 
to trust Christ while holding reserva- 
tions about the accuracy of the Bible 
often insist that they are improving 
the Christian. faith by the application 
of their theories. Are they indeed? 
How does the changeless Christ fit into 
the pattern woven by those who view 
the Bible as a book marred by human 
mistakes? These questions will be an- 
swered in the next article. 





®°“The Christ of the Earliest Christians,” by 
W. M. Ramsay. (Knox Press, Richmond, Va., 
1959, p. 97.) 


(To be continued) 


we 


Children at Home 


Saidie’s peray Loaf 
Al TRY ST 6a 
A true stor 


By A. O. Stott 


AIDIE counted the small coins care- 
fully again. Yes there was exactly 
one dollar in her little box. 

“But what is the use of that?” she 
said to herself. “Millie will need such 
heaps of dollars to pay her travel ex- 
penses to Central Africa and then her 
own support for six months.” 

The little girl sighed as she looked 
at the coins, and she slowly gathered 
them together to replace in her box. 

Her much loved teacher, Marjorie 
Miller, (whom all the girls at her school 
called Millie) after long years of wait- 
ing had recently been accepted by the 
Church Missionary Board and the date 
fixed for her departure. Then, within 
a few weeks of leaving she had been 
suddenly told that it would be impos- 
sible to send her out this autumn 
because of a shortage of funds. If, how- 
ever, she could contribute a sum cover- 


wy 


ing all her expenses, it would be aj 
right. 

But this Marjorie Miller could not 
possibly do. All her savings had gone 
on ,keeping a home for her invalid 
mother. Saidie had just heard of 
Millie’s bitter disappointment and the 
thought had come to her, if only she 
could do something about it. But he 
parents were poor people and there 
was very little money in her home. 

“Tf I even sent this dollar to Millie 
it would mean I couldn’t give Mummy 
any birthday gift next week, and ] 
should feel so horribly mean. I've 
earned every cent of it to get her some. 
thing she would like,” said Saidie. 

Suddenly Saidie remembered last 
Sunday’s lesson about the lad who put all 
his small lunch into the hands of Jesus 
and then the miracle happened. That 
little amount of food was so _ won- 
drously multiplied that thousands of 
hungry men, women, and children were 
more than fed to the full. 

“I wonder if I gave this dollar, which 
is everything I have, to Jesus could it 
possibly help Millie? He is the same 
Almighty God, and in some way He 
might bless it. There must be lots of 
other people who could give the 
needed money if only they knew 
and felt they should do something 
to help. Anyway, I’ll pray and, as it 
were, put it into the hands of Jesus, 
asking Him to accept and use it. To- 
morrow I will change it into a dollar 
bill at the corner shop and send it to 
Millie, but it will be a secret between 
us,” she said. 

So the dollar bill was enclosed in a 
letter to her friend who was staying in 
the country. 

To Saidie’s joy a reply came almost 
by return mail, telling what a blessing 
the little token gift of God’s remem- 
brance had meant to her. Millie 
wrote: “I was feeling very downhearted 
and faithless, I fear. After so many 
years of waiting, it was such a disap- 
pointment, just when I had thought I 
was going so soon. When I got your 
letter, Saidie, I seemed to hear a Voice 
saying, ‘My God shall supply all your 
need.’ 

“You said the dollar was your little 
‘barley loaf’ and I now believe the Lord 
is going to multiply it miraculously. 
As yet I only have this tiny token of 
the sum required, but I haven't a 
doubt but that it will come before the 
date planned for me to go to Africa.” 

And so it was, for, in most unex- 
pected ways the money came in and 
Marjorie Miller was’ able to go forth 
at last to the work awaiting her. 

Oh, how Saidie rejoiced realizing that 
her little gift had helped in a wonder- 
ful way! Her little barley loaf had 
indeed been multiplied and been used 
to help her friend to go forth, nothing 
doubting. 

“Now I know,” said Saidie, “that 
even the smallest gift, especially if it 
should happen to be our all, can 40 
wonders when put into the hands o 
the Lord Jesus for His work.” 

WorTHING, SUSSEX, ENG. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, December 4 


Listen! God’s Talking 
(Luke 4:16-30) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

NE of the strong evidences that the 
Old Testament is not, as some 
would have us believe, merely the folk- 
lore and traditions and some slanted 
history of the Hebrew nation, is the 
manner in which the Lord Jesus used 
it during His earthly ministry. No- 
where do we find the slightest hint that 
He questioned the identity, or the au- 
thority, or the veracity of the Old 
Testament writers whose names are as- 
sociated with the various books from 
which He frequently quoted, some of 
which were the very books discredited 
by the critics. 
we 


The Scripture portion chosen for this 
Wweek’s topic tells how the Lord Jesus 


Te Sunday School Gimes 


H. Trummutt Howan 
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read and commented on a passage from 
the Book of Isaiah. Some of the Bible 
critics have tried to show that the 
Book of Isaiah, as we have it today, is 
a compilation of the writings of several 
men, some of whom may or may not 
have been named Isaiah, and that the 
prophecies found in the Book were, 
in the main, written long after the 
times ascribed to them and were not 
really prophecies at all but describe 
events that had already occurred when 
the Book of Isaiah was written. 


ve 


Yet such critics will seldom go so far 
as to question the honesty of the Lord 
Jesus in quoting from Isaiah. Instead, 
they tell us that He accommodated 
Himself to the beliefs and traditions of 
His time, and quoted from these writ- 
ings as though they were trustworthy, 
so as not to disillusion or upset His 
hearers. 

ye 


What a caricature this is of the spot- 
less, sinless Son of God. Can you 
imagine the One whose righteous in- 
dignation drove the money-changers 
out of the Temple because they were 
making His Father’s house a den of 
thieves, and who claimed that He and 
His holy and eternal Father were one, 
stooping to condone and perpetuate the 
idea that the Old Testament writers 
were not who and what they claimed 
to be and whose writings were not 
“Thus saith the Lord,” if He knew that 
this was true? 

ye 


No! What we find in the Bible is 
indeed the Word of God and is trust- 
worthy and God-breathed by the Holy 
Spirit, as 2 Timothy 3:16 and 2 Peter 1: 
20, 21 tell us, and the Lord Jesus 
handled the Old Testament of His day 
with just such a conviction and care. 


se 


The lesson that this week’s topic 
presents to us is that the Bible, when 
we read it or when we hear it read, is 
God speaking to us. We rightly bow 
our heads when we speak to God in 
prayer as a token of reverence and 
respect. What is our attitude when His 
Word is read to us? Do we listen at- 
tentively and reverently, or do we fol- 
low the example of some who talk or 
look about. If the President of the 
United States were to speak to your 
group, you would not think of show- 
ing disrespect by inattention or con- 
versation while he was speaking. Is 
courtesy and attention less important 








The highest secret of Bible study, is 
that teachable spirit which is insep- 
arable from obedience. Spiritual vision 
like the physical, is binocular: it de- 
pends on both reason and conscience. 
If the intellectual faculties are be- 
clouded, the moral sense is apt to err 
in its decisions; and, if the conscience 
be seared, the reason is blinded.—Arthur 
T. Pierson. 





when the Creator of the universe 
speaks to us through His Word? 


we 


In the days of Nehemiah, when the 
Book of the Law of Moses was brought 
out before the people and read, we 
learn that they all stood (Neh. 8:1-8). 
Some denominations today follow the 
practice of having the congregation 
stand whenever God’s Word is read in 
the service, and this writer has felt for 
a long time that all of us could profit 
by this example of respect and honor. 
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But not only should we listen to 
God’s Word, reverently and attentively 
but we must listen with hearts ready 
to obey when God speaks to us. The 
Lord Jesus likened those who heard 
His sayings and did not obey them to 
a foolish man building his house upon 
the sand (Matt. 7:26, 27). When the 
test came, the house fell. If we sin- 
cerely recognize God’s authority when 
He speaks to us through His Word, we 
will be instantly obedient to His pre- 
cepts and commands. 

Are you giving Him opportunity to 
speak to you by daily reading His 
Word? Are you not only reverent but 
obedient as well? 
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By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


November 28 to December 4 


Mon.—Jeremiah 31:1-7. f 
The Basis of the New Covenant. 


PRAYER SvucGcesTions: “I have loved 
thee with an everlasting love: there- 
fore with lovingkindness have I drawn 
thee. Again I will build thee, and 
thou shalt be built.” God keeps His 
promises. Israel is experiencing tokens 
of His love again in her land. He is 
faithful and marvelous in His loving- 
kindness. You, too, can trust God fully. 
“He is faithful that promised” (Heb. 10: 
23). Your hope in God must always 
rest upon the faithfulness of God. Do 
not your woes bewail; His promise can- 
not fail. Pray for God’s servants in 
Cuba. 


Tues.—Jeremiah 31:10-14. 
Blessings of the New Covenant. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “I will turn their 
mourning into joy.” “The blessing of 
the Lord, it maketh rich, and he addeth 
no sorrow with it” (Prov. 10:22). And 
when He blesses us, He makes us a 
blessing. We are thus known as the 


people whom the Lord has blessed. Is- 
rael is only slightly aware of the Lord 
by whom their national recovery has 
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YOURS TO ENJOY EVERY DAY THROUGH ’61 
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IDEAL FOR YOUR OWN USE © A PERFECT GIFT FOR FRIENDS 





A “BIBLE CENTERED’? CALENDAR 
for the Children, too! 


istrated, daily tearoff sheet: 
readings, stories, puzzles, proj- 
ects, etc. Choice of Bird or Boy and Girl pic- 


ture. Great appeal to the kiddies. 


FOR SALE AT YOUR BOOK STORE, or the publishers, Gospel Folio Press, 
Box 41, Grand Rapids 1, Michigan. Prices: Choice Gleanings, Wall style 
$1.75—Desk, and All Purpose Book style $2.00. Children’s Calendar, $1.75. 


been effected. Christians are more con-  atoned for Israel’s sin as surely as it 
scious of God’s providence in the re- did for ours. The promise of pardon 
turn of Israel to her land than the _ for the greatest sin of the nation is on 
people themselves are. God keepeth its way to them at a time appointed. 
covenant and mercy for ever. Seek to The greatest mourning of the nation 
be duly thankful to God for His bless- of Israel will be when they shall look 
ings. Begin all prayers with thanks- upon Him whom they pierced (Zech. 
giving and praise. Pray for a great 12:10). Pray for a greater work of the 
work of the Spirit in Costa Rica. Spirit in Brazil. 
Wed.—Jeremiah 31:31-37. Thurs.—Hebrews 9:11-15. 

Promise of the New Covenant. Mediator of the New Covenant. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I will forgive PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He is the medi- 
their iniquity, and I will remember’ ator of the New Testament.” Atone- 
their sin no more.” The blood of Christ ment for sin, and all the blessings of 
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Salvation, for Jews and Gentiles is ab- 
solutely in the ministry of the Son of 
God. “Neither is there salvation in 
any other: for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4 
12). All have to “come unto God by 
him, seeing he ever liveth to make in- 
tercession for them” (Heb. 7:25). Christ 
is the only door to salvation; the only 
light of life; the only bread from 
Heaven; the only’ one who can forgive 
us our sins. He is the Saviour of al] 
that come unto God by Him. Have 
you come? Pray for Mexico. 


Fri.—Hebrews 10:19-25. 
Privileges of the New Covenant, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Boldness to en- 
ter into the holiest by the blood’ of 
Jesus.” The Christian’s privileges are 
amazing. Admission into the holiest has 
been bought and paid for by the blood 
of Jesus and here Christians may freely 
worship. They can all come boldly 
unto the throne of grace. Dearer and 
nearer we could not be, for in the 
person of God’s Son, through grace we 
are near to God. Do you avail your- 
self of your privilege of prayer and 
intercession and the giving of thanks? 
Pray for Southern Bible Testimony, 
Inc., Bryson City, N. C. 


Sat.—Romans 8:1-11. 
Freedom in Christ Jesus. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “For the law of 
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath 
made me free from the law of sin and 
death.” Paul’s struggle from this en- 
slaving law of sin and death is related 
in the previous chapter. Paul’s efforts 
for freedom from condemnation and 
the consequences of sin by keeping 
God’s moral Law after breaking it ended 
in deep despair. The Law can only 
condemn and curse the lawbreaker. 
Only by the mercy of God in Christ 
who bore our sins and penalty on the 
cross can anyone find freedom from 
sin’s guilt, power, penalty, and punish- 
ments. None but Jesus can do helpless 
sinners good. Salvation is wholly of the 
Lord, and all of grace; “not of works, 
lest any man should boast.” Revelation 
1:5 puts this truth in few words. 
Pray for Multnomah School of the Bible 
Portland, Oreg. 


Sun.—Romans 8:31-39. 
Security in God’s Love. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We are more 
than conquerors through. him that loved 
us.” Believers are secure. God’s sav- 
ing purposes shall all be fulfilled in all 
who put their trust in Christ. They 
are “kept by the power of God through 
faith unto salvation ready to be re- 
vealed in the last time. Wherein ye 
greatly rejoice, though now for a sea- 
son, if need be, ye are in heaviness 
through manifold temptations” which 
“might be found unto praise and honour 
and glory at the appearing of Jesus 
Christ: whom having not seen, ye love; 
in whom, though now ye see him not 
. . . ye rejoice with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory” (1 Pet. 1:5-8). Pray 
for Voices from the Vineyard, New York 
City. 
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